
 

 

The Lord is risen, Alleluia! This Easter sea-
son continues for fifty days till the fiftieth 
day: Pentecost. Alleluia!  
 

The Ascension was the fortieth day, when 
Jesus returned to the Father and now we await 
the Holy Spirit.  
 

Pentecost is next Sunday, the fiftieth day 
and the end of Eastertide.  
 

Wear something red, next Sunday, it’s a fun 
way of celebrating the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to come. Each day 
this week, simply, sincerely, and from your 
heart say: Come Holy Spirit.  
 

Easter lilies – were given in memory of loved 
ones at Easter. Their names will be on the 
altar until Pentecost.  
 

Ordinariate Members and all interested in 
mission, meet on Wednesday this week, 24th 
May at 19.00. Interested in parish develop-
ment? Come!  
 

Mary’s Month of May. There will be Rosary 
before Sunday Mass at 10.40. Come and learn 
how to pray the Rosary, if you don’t already. 
It’s a great devotion. 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY  
OF EASTER 
21st May 2023 

 

In the gospel reading today, we hear that Christ is our model of 
prayer and suffering. Prayer is the birth-right of every Christian. It 
is as natural to us as the air we breathe. The early Christians were 
people of deep prayer and suffered for their faith. Prayer and suf-
fering are two sides of the same coin by which Christ gives glory 
to God, in us. Alleluia! 

Congratulations Darren,  who will today 
receive Holy Communion for the first time. 
Pray he may always be faithful to the Lord 
who gives him this great gift. 
 

Members of the Finance and Pastoral Coun-
cil meet on Tuesday this week, 19.00 Mem-
bers should have received the papers. See 
FrC  
 

Vidi Aquam Water of Life, is celebrate dur-
ing Eastertide to remind us of our baptism the 
means by which we take part fully in the Res-
urrection of Jesus.  
 

Comings and the goings for work, study or 
just moving away. If you move away, please 
let the parish know: as well as tips for good 
Churches, FrC worries about you! 
 

World Communications day is today. In his 
message to mark the day, Pope Francis stress-
es the need to listen before speaking truth 
with a pure heart to "see beyond appearances 
and overcome the vague din which, in the 
field of information, does not help us discern 
in the complicated world in which we live." 
There will be a second collection. 
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World Communications Day 2023 
 
“That you may tell your children and grandchil-
dren” (Ex 10:2)  
 

Pope Francis has devoted his message for the 
World Communications Day to the theme of 
storytelling, and in particular the truth contained 
in ‘good’ stories. 
 

“Often we decide what is right or wrong based 
on characters and stories we have made our 
own,” he writes. “Stories leave their mark on us; 
they shape our convictions and our behaviour. 
They can help us understand and communicate 
who we are.” 

 

Fake news 
Positive storytelling is 

upheld for its life-
giving value but the 
Pope warns of so-
phisticated and 
persuasive forms 
of “fake” stories – 

cautioning against a 
materialistic mind-

set. He decries the 
false message that “to 
be happy we contin 
nually need to gain, 

possess and con-
sume”. 
 

He writes: “We may 
not even realise how 

greedy we have 
become for chat-
ter and gossip, 
or how much  
violence and 
falsehood we 
are consum-

ing. 

Often on 
Com-

munication platforms, instead of constructive 
stories which serve to strengthen social ties 
and the cultural fabric, we find destructive 
and provocative  stories that wear down and 
break the fragile threads binding us together 
as a society.” 
 

The Bible – the Story of Stories 
Appropriately as we’re in the early months of 
our year-long Bible initiative The God Who 
Speaks, the focus falls on Sacred Scripture 
as the ‘Story of stories’. Pope Francis de-
scribes the Bible as “the great love story 
between God and man” with Jesus at its 
centre. The Book of Exodus is the inspiration 
for the theme of the message: 
 

“When the enslaved children of Israel cry out 
to Him, God listens and remembers: ‘God 
remembered His covenant with Abraham, 
with Isaac and with Jacob. God saw the peo-
ple of Israel – and God knew’ (Ex 2: 24-25). 
God’s memory brings liberation from oppres-
sion through a series of signs and won-
ders… The Exodus experience teaches us 
that knowledge of the Lord is handed down 
from generation to generation mainly by tell-
ing the story of how he continues to make 
himself present. The God of life communi-
cates with us through the story of life.” 
 

The dignity of human stories 
Pope Francis stresses that every human 
story has an “irrepressible” dignity and that 
humanity “deserves stories that are worthy of 
it”. He also encourages us to open ourselves 
to others as something that goes hand-in-
hand with opening ourselves to God: 
“Telling God our story is never useless: even 
if the record of events remains the same, the 
meaning and perspective are always chang-
ing. To tell our story to the Lord is to enter 
into his gaze of compassionate love for us 
and for others. We can recount to him the 
stories we live, bringing to him the people 
and the situations that fill our lives. With him 
we can re-weave the fabric of life, darning its 
rips and tears.” 
 

Pope Francis concludes by encouraging us 
to remember “who and what we are in God’s 
eyes” and invites us to entrust ourselves to 
the Virgin Mary “who knew how to untie the 
knots of life with the gentle strength of love.” 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A marriage programme 
may be just what you need! 

 

A virtual weekend 
6-9 July 2023 

 

An non –virtual weekend 
Welwyn Garden City Centre 

13-15 October 2023 
 

For more information phone or text: 
07887 296983 or 07973 380443 

 

retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

 

confidentiality assured 

The Paschal Candle, the a large decorat-
ed candle by the lectern, symbolises the 
light of the risen Christ. It is lit during East-
er Vigil on Holy Saturday and remains lit in 
all celebrations until Pentecost Sunday, a 
sign of Christ’s victory over death 
and darkness, and the hope and 
light He brings.  
 

The     (chi rho) are the first 
two letters of ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ, Greek 
for Christ in the centre of the 
candle, which symbolises the 
sacrifice of Jesus and his vic-
tory over death. 
The A & Ω (Alpha and Ome-
ga) represent that Jesus is the 
beginning and the end, indi-
cating his eternity and con-
stant presence in our lives. 
The current year: 2023 
is inscribed on the Paschal 
Candle reminds us of the con-
tinuity of faith and the pres-
ence of Christ throughout all 
time. 
Five grains of incense insert-
ed in the shape of a cross, the 
five grains symbolise the five 
wounds of Jesus and his sacri-
ficial love for us. 
In Easter time the Paschal 
Candle remains lit, and gives 
light to the Scriptures. 
In Ordinary Time it 
returns be next to 
the Font.  
At Baptisms 
and Funer-
als it is lit and 
placed by the Font or 
the Coffin, reminding 
us baptism is participa-
tion in Christ’s resurrection 
and the hope of eternal life.  
 

The Paschal Candle reminds of 
Christ risen, his presence, his 
victory over death and dark-
ness, and the hope He offers to 
all believers. May the light of 
the Paschal Candle inspire us 
to live as witnesses to the Res-
urrection and to share it’s light. 

More Miraculous Medals are at the back 
today. Carry one with you this May 

Pray for us 

mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk


 

 

This Week: Mass & intentions 

Day Time Intention 

This Sunday   
7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

09.30 
11.00 

Catherine May Green foundation 
Parishioners 

Mon  22nd (St Rita of Cascia)   

Tue  23rd of Eastertide 13.05 Clifford 

Wed  24th of Eastertide 13.05 Patients & staff of Coyle 

Thurs 25th St Bede the Venerable 13.05 Blessings for Margaret 

Fri   26th St Philip Neri 13.05 Those in drug recovery esp struggling 

Sat   27th St Augustine of Canterbury   10.00† Alan Harnett  recently 

Next Sunday    
PENTECOST 

09.30 
11.00 

Colin Barker  recently  
Parishioners 

Next Week’s Readings     Acts 2:1-11      1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13     John 20:19-23 

Sacrament of Confession.  Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55 

† Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite 

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Officers: Richard Hughes, Justina Onuorah. 0333 050 9296 

Holy Father’s Intention for May 2023:  For church movements and groups 
We pray that Church movements and groups may rediscover their mission of evangelisa-
tion each day, placing their own charisms at the service of needs in the world  

For your prayers: 
Newly Baptised Alfred, Michael  
In priestly formation:  Br Philip OP (Jeff Gerlomes),  Timothy 
Peace: In Ukraine 
Those who are Sick:  Mary, Monica, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Chris,  
 Fr Bruce, Richard, Hermon, Justina  
Recently Departed:    Colin Barker, Patrick Aikens priest,  
 Teddy Disson-Meade (aged 14)  

Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”     Twitter: @preciousblood1  
                      YouTube:    youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge  

Fr Christopher Pearson  OLW  Parish Priest   
The Rectory, 22 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA                               
borough@rcaos.org.uk      
www.preciousblood.org.uk        020 7407 3951  
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