
 

 

The Candles, will be blessed today, the near-
est Sunday to the Feast of the Presentation of 
Jesus in the Temple, aka Candlemas. Thank 
you to all those who have donated candles for 
special intentions. There’s just a few left.  
 

Christmastide truly ends tomorrow, 40 days 
since Christmas Day. If you were brave 
enough to keep your crib up (or your tree) 
today’s the day they come down. Happy 
Christmas! 
 

Palm Crosses need to be returned. Please 
bring them in the next few weeks ready to be 
burnt for the ash on Ash Wednesday.  
 

Pre-Lent or ‘the Qesimas’ begin today. No 
sooner is Christmas over….! 
 

Shrove Tuesday,  Quiz, Pancakes and burn-
ing of the Plam Crosses. Put it in your diary.  
 

The Lent Course on Tuesdays of Lent this 
year. 19.00-20.30 in the Long Room. Book 
the dates.  
 

This Newsletter is emailed each week. Even 
if you read it on-line, take one home: as well 
as needing the prayers, you might like to give 
it to a neighbour or friend; or leave it at the 
doctor’s, dentist’s, pub….or wherever. 
 

Holy Water is available by the Sacristy. Put a 
stoup by your bed, or by your front door so 
you can make the sign of the Cross when you 
go to bed, get up, leave or return home. It’s a 
reminder of your baptism.   
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In the gospel reading today, we hear that Jesus gives us the beati-
tudes. How blessed we should be if we were poor in spirit, then the 
kingdom of heaven would be ours. Poverty of spirit means a correct 
standard of values in which we put Christ first and everything sub-
ordinate to him. We are rich in Christ because everything of lasing 
value comes from him. How blessed are the poor in spirit!  

Are you Catholic? Sometimes people never 
get round to being Baptised, or Confirmed or 
actually jumping in. See FrC 
 

Bishop-elect Gerard Bradley will be or-
dained tomorrow at St George’s Cathedral at 
11.00 Please pray for him. All welcome.  
 

Keeping the Eucharistic Fast! The Church 
asks us not to eat or drink anything for one 
hour before receiving Holy Communion.  It is 
the simplest way of preparing to receive Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament– an hour!   
 

Walsingham Mass this Saturday at 10.30 
with a spiritual pilgrimage, without the long 
journey, followed by coffee. 
 

Organ recital on Saturday this week at 
12.30. James Gough assistant organist at St 
Saviour’s Cathedral.  
 

Ambassadors for Christ: A Catholic apolo-
getics resource. The Archdiocese has 
launched an apologetics project to provide 
evidence-based answers to questions such as 
"Is Jesus God?" or “does prayer work?”. Am-
bassadors for Christ is designed to equip you 
with a deeper understanding of the faith, and 
confidently answer questions, joyfully wit-
nessing for the Lord Jesus and his Church. 
Every Monday, a new video will be posted on 
YouTube, along with a worksheet to enable 
parishes and groups and families to use them 
as part of their faith formation.  
rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist. 
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Forty days after His birth, Mary and Joseph 
brought Jesus to the temple for the rites of puri-
fication and dedication as prescribed by the 
Torah. According to the Book of Leviticus (12:1-
4), when a woman bore a male child, she was 
considered “unclean” for seven days. On the 
eighth day, the boy was circumcised. The 
mother continued to stay at home for 33 days 
for her blood to be purified. After the 40 days, 
the mother and the father came to the temple 
for the rite of purification, which included the 
offering of a sacrifice — a lamb for a holocaust 
(burnt offering) and a pigeon or turtledove for a 
sin offering, or for a poor couple who could not 
afford a lamb, two pigeons or two turtledoves. 
Note Joseph and Mary made the offering of the 
poor (Lk 2:24). 
 

Also, Joseph and Mary were obliged by the 
Torah to “redeem” their first born son: “The 
Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Consecrate to 
me every first-born that opens the womb 
among the Israelites, both of man and beast, 
for it belongs to me’” (Ex 13:1). The price for 
such a redemption was five shekels, which the 
parents paid to the priest. This “redemption” 
was a kind of payment for the Passover sacri-
fice, by which the Jews had been freed from 
slavery. 
 

However, St Luke in the Gospel does not men-
tion this redemption, but rather the presentation 
of Our Lord: “When the day came to purify 
them according to the law of Moses, the couple 
brought Him up to Jerusalem, so that He could 
be presented to the Lord, for it is written in the 
law of the Lord, ‘Every first-born male shall be 
consecrated to the Lord’” (Lk 2:22-23). So the 
focus is on Jesus’ consecration to God. The 
verb “to present” (paristanai) also means to 
“offer,” which evokes Jesus being presented as 

the priest who will offer Himself as the per-
fect sacrifice to free us from the slavery of 
sin, seal the new and eternal covenant with 
His blood, and open the gates to the true 
promised land of heaven. 
 

Simeon, a just and pious man, who awaited 
the Messiah and looked for the consolation 
of Israel, was inspired to come to the temple. 
He held baby Jesus in his arms and blessed 
God, saying, “Now, Master, you can dismiss 
your servant in peace; you have fulfilled your 
word. For my eyes have witnessed your sav-
ing deed, displayed for all the peoples to 
see: A revealing light to the Gentiles, the 
glory of your people Israel” (Lk 2:29-32). 
Simeon, thereby, announced that the Messi-
ah has come not just for the Jew but the 
gentile; not just the righteous, but the sinner. 
 

He then blessed the Holy Family, and said in 
turn to Mary: “This child is destined to be the 
downfall and the rise of many in Israel, a 
sign that will be opposed— and you yourself 
shall be pierced with a sword — so that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be laid 
bare” (Lk 2:34-35). 
 

So the Presentation is a proclamation of 
Christ — Messiah and Priest, Lord and Sav-
iour. He is the light who came into this world 
to dispel sin and darkness. For this reason, 
traditionally at least since the seventh centu-
ry, candles have been blessed at Mass this 
day that will be used throughout the year, 
hence coining the term “Candlemas.” 
 

As we consider the feast of the Presentation, 
we remember that our parents presented us 
at church for our baptism. We were dedicat-
ed to God, and given the name, “Christian.” 
We, too, received a lit candle from the pas-
chal candle, at which the priest said, “You 
have been enlightened by Christ. Walk al-
ways as a child of the light and keep the 
flame of faith alive in your heart. When the 
Lord comes, may you go out to meet Him 
with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom”.  
Therefore, as a light, each of us must bear 
witness to Our Lord. We must be the beacon 
that guides others to Christ. Also, we must 
realise that we, too, will be “a sign that will 
be opposed,” 
 

A light to enlighten the gentiles. 



 

 

Votive Candle Intentions 
for 2026.  A seven day candle 
burns continually, 24/7 in all 
the holy places at MPB. You 
can offer an intention for a 
month to be attached to it. All 
the candles used at MPB dur-
ing 2026 will be blessed today 
the nearest Sun-
day to Candle-
mas, the Presen-
tation of Christ in 
the Temple - the 
fortieth day of 

Christmas - which closes the 
Nativity Season. Traditionally 
it’s the day when all candles to 
be used during the year in 
Church are blessed.  
 

Would you like to offer some 
in memory of a loved one?  

Your Palm Crosses are needed! They will 
be burnt to make the ash to be used on Ash 
Wednesday. It’s a powerful symbol that the 
Palms which last year we carried joyfully into 
Jerusalem as we sang ‘Hosanna’, will be-
come the ash with which we remind our-
selves of our mortality and dependence on 
God. Please return them sometime in the 
next few weeks.   
 

“Remember thou art dust,  
and unto dust thou shalt return” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On-line Lent course with WonF  

https://institute.wordonfire.org/lent-retreat-2026?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Join%20Sr%20%20Miriam%20James%20for%20the%202026%20Word%20on%20Fire%20Lent%20Retreat&utm_campaign=PM%3A%20Bishop%20Barron%20Presents%20%2801%2F07%2F26
https://institute.wordonfire.org/lent-retreat-2026?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Join%20Sr%20%20Miriam%20James%20for%20the%202026%20Word%20on%20Fire%20Lent%20Retreat&utm_campaign=PM%3A%20Bishop%20Barron%20Presents%20%2801%2F07%2F26


 

 

Next Week’s Readings      Isaiah 58:7-10      1Corinthians 2:1-5         Matthew 5:13-16 

Sacrament of Confession.  Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55   Saturday 10.00-10.25 

† Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite 

Last week: £1,099.68 (cash £95.68 card  £284.00 standing orders £720)     Thank you 

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo. 
www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding 

Holy Father’s Intention for February 2026: For children with incurable diseases 
Let us pray that children suffering from incurable diseases and their families receive the 
necessary medical care and support, never losing strength and hope. .  

Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass.  The earlier Mass on Sunday 
and weekdays are not live-streamed.  

For your prayers: 
In priestly formation:  Br Philip Gerlomes OP   
Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria 
Those who are Sick:  Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, Kathie, Alan, Scott 
Recently Departed:  Dave Lambert, Ruth Black Ossie Aisbitt priest  

Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”       
                    YouTube:    youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge  

Fr Christopher Pearson  OLW  Parish Priest   
22 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA       borough@rcaos.org.uk     
0207 4073951                             www.preciousblood.org.uk      
  

Donation 
Station 

This Week: Mass & intentions 

Day Time Intention 

Sunday                         Septuagesima 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

09.30 

  11.00† 
Patrick Green foundation 
Parishioners 

Mon 2nd Presentation of the Lord   

Tues 3rd (St Blaise) 13.05 Anna Gahavova & Miroslav Lukac  

Wed 4th feria 13.05 Josue Benghiat   

Thur 5th St Agatha 13.05 Catherine Jane Monagale  recently  

Fri  6th St Paul Miki et al 13.05 Holy Souls  

Sat  7th of OL of Walsingham   10.30† Fr Charles Donovan foundation 

Next Sunday                Sexagesima   
FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

09.30 

  11.00† 
Josue Benghiat  
Parishioners 

https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline
https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline

