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In the gospel reading today, we hear that Christ is our light and
our help! Christ lightens our darkness and helps us to see the mean-
ing of life. When he calls us to follow him, we must learn to put
aside our differences. It is in true Christian charity that we are able
to proclaim the good news of the kingdom and it is for this purpose

that Christ calls us to follow him.

Word of God Sunday is today when we
commission those who read Sacred Scripture
at Mass. Pray for them today as they read the
Word of the Lord to us.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
concludes today. Please continue to pray and
work for visible Christian Unity: that ‘we may
be one, so that the world might believe’

This Newsletter is emailed each week. Even
if you read it on-line, take one home: as well
as needing the prayers, you might like to give
it to a neighbour or friend; or leave it at the
doctor’s, dentist’s or wherever .... even the
pub!

Holy Water is available by the Sacristy. Put a
stoup by your bed, or by your front door so
you can make the sign of the Cross when you
go to bed, get up, leave or return home. It’s a
reminder of your baptism.

Mass Intentions can be requested at any time
on-line. There are also envelopes at the back.
Please think ahead if you want a specific date.

Keeping the Eucharistic Fast! The Church
asks us not to eat or drink anything for one
hour before receiving Holy Communion. It is
the simplest way of preparing to receive Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament— an hour!

Mass times this week are slightly altered.
Tuesday will be at 08.00 FrC has a meeting

Ambassadors for Christ: A Catholic apolo-
getics resource. The Archdiocese has
launched an apologetics project to provide
evidence-based answers to questions such as
"Is Jesus God?" or “does prayer work?”. Am-
bassadors for Christ is designed to equip you
with a deeper understanding of the faith, and
confidently answer questions, joyfully wit-
nessing for the Lord Jesus and his Church.
Every Monday, a new video will be posted on
YouTube, along with a worksheet to enable
parishes and groups and families to use them
as part of their faith formation.
rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist.

Fire Marshals had a brief induction yester-
day - thank you to those who came.

Are you Catholic? Sometimes people never
get round to being Baptised, or Confirmed or
actually jumping in. See FrC

Candle Intentions are available. The list is
on the website. Make your sections and then
in ‘notes’ add your intentions. They prove to
be very poplar, so don’t delay!

The Ordinariate Use survey didn’t garner
any clarity about feeling over when to use it.
Most seem indifferent. So for a trial, we will
use it at the Solemn Mass on Sunday. Any
observations to FrC


https://rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://mpb.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/nau3g4ow
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/catholic-association
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://rb.gy/dcqgcc
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“Word of God” Sunday invites the Church
to return to the source from which she is
born and continually renewed: the living
Word that God speaks to humanity. Sacred
Scripture is not merely a record of ancient
events, nor a collection of religious reflec-
tions; it is the place where God continues to
speak today, where the eternal Logos en-
ters time and addresses the heart of every
believer.

At the beginning of Saint John’s Gospel we
hear the decisive proclamation: “In the be-
ginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.” This
Word is not an abstract principle but a Per-
son. The Word of God has a face: Jesus
Christ. All Scripture, in its unity and diversi-
ty, leads us toward Him and receives its full
meaning in Him. To read the Bible authenti-
cally, therefore, is not simply to seek infor-
mation, but to encounter Christ, who speaks
to us and calls us into communion.

The Word of God reveals that faith is not
primarily an ethical system or an intellectual
construct, but a response to God who
speaks. God takes the initiative. He calls
Abraham, speaks through the prophets, and
finally gives Himself entirely in His Son. The
history of salvation is a dialogue, initiated by
God and entrusted to human freedom.
When we listen to the Scriptures, we place
ourselves within this living dialogue, allow-
ing God’s voice to shape our thoughts, our
decisions, and our lives.

Yet listening requires silence. In a world
marked by constant noise and distraction,

|| the capacity to hear is weakened. The Word
of God does not impose itself; it waits to be
welcomed. As the prophet Elijah discovered,
God is not always found in the earthquake or
the fire, but in the gentle whisper. The
Church must therefore rediscover an interior
attentiveness, a reverent listening that allows
the Word to penetrate beyond the surface
and reach the depths of the soul.

This listening is never individualistic. The
Word of God is entrusted to the Church, read
within her living Tradition, and proclaimed in
the liturgy. In the Eucharistic celebration,
Christ speaks to us in the Scriptures and
then gives Himself to us in the sacrament.
Word and Sacrament belong together; the
Word prepares us to recognize Him in the
breaking of the bread, just as the disciples
on the road to Emmaus discovered that their
hearts burned within them as He opened the
Scriptures.

The Word of God also calls us to conversion.
It is not always comfortable, for it reveals the
truth about God and about ourselves. Like a
two-edged sword, it penetrates and judges
the intentions of the heart. Yet this judgment
is always ordered toward healing. God’s
Word never condemns in order to destroy,
but illumines in order to save. To allow our-
selves to be questioned by Scripture is an
act of humility and trust.

Finally, the Word we receive must become a
word lived. The Christian cannot be merely a
listener, but a witness. When the Word takes
root, it bears fruit in charity, justice, and
hope. The Church becomes credible not by
the eloquence of her speech alone, but by
lives transformed by the Word she pro-
claims.

On this Word of God Sunday, may we redis-
cover the joy of listening, the courage of con-
version, and the responsibility of witness, so
that the Word who became flesh may contin-
ue to dwell among us and through us illumi-
nate the world.



CATHOLIC HISTORY
WALKS

Cities of London
and Testminster

D4

Friday 13th February 14.00 begin at

St George's Cathedral. Look at the Cathe-
dral, then along Lambeth Road to Lambeth
Palace and learn its history. Take in the site
of the old chapel where St John Henry New-
man once preached, Imperial War Museum,
the home of Captain Bligh of the Bounty,
and more. No need to book - just turn up!

Tip: sensible shoes, suggested donation£5

Do you have a Bible
- a Catholic Bible?
How do you tell?
Apart from what
what is says
on the front
a Catholic
Bible has all
72 books with
none taken out. The
is a Catholic Book.

St. Thomas Aquinas surpassed all his fellow students
in learning and virtue. He entered the order Of St.
DomenicC against his parents
wishes and perserverd in his
vocation. He studied under
St. Albert the Great and at
age 22 began teaching and
publishing his first works. At
age 31 he received his

N doctorate. He wrote and
preached often and
Wwas one of the
greatest and
influential theologians
Of all time. He is one
Of the few
Doctors of the
church. He is

Votive Candle Intentions
are now available for 2026. A
9-day candle burns continually,
day and night, 24-7 in all the
holy places at MPB. You can
offer an intention for a month
to be attached to that light. All
the candles used at MPB dur-
ing 2026 will be blessed on the
nearest Sunday to Candle-

mas, the Presentation
of Christ in the
Temple - the
fortieth day of Christmas -
which closes the Nativity
Season. Traditionally it's the
day when all candles to be
used during the year in
Church are blessed. This
year it will be 1st Feb.

Would you like to offer some
p in memory of a loved one?

Sign up on line.

~SAINTS FUN FACTS sy

The Ordinariate of
Our Lady of Walsingham
A series of open meetings to discuss
aspects of the Catholic Church
at
St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Ham,

Tuesday 27th January
19.30

Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald
on
A life in dialogue.

Former Director of the Pontifical Institute of Ara-
bic and Islamic Studies; President of Pontifical
Council for Interreligious Dialogue,; Apostolic
Nuncio in Egypt and Delegate to the League of
Arab States. Cardinal by Pope Francis in 2019.

A meal and refreshments will be served

Travel - St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Ham,
Ham Street, Richmond TW10 7HT
Train to Richmond Station: District Line or
South West trains from Waterloo.
Then get bus - 371 to Ham Street or 65
to Ham Gate Avenue
All are welcome.
Fr. Peter Andrews
E: peter.andrews.lon@gmail.com
M: 07753827967




This Week: Mass & intentions

Day Time Intention
Sunday Word of God 09.30 | Holy Souls &
THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 11.00F | Parishioners
Mon 26th Sts Timothy & Titus
Tues 27th (St Angela Merici) 08.00 |Holy Souls ™=
Wed 28th St Thomas Aquinas 13.05 |Eileen Ross & recently
Thur 29th feria 13.05 | Holy Souls &
Fri  30th feria 13.05 |Holy Souls =
Sat 31st StJohn Bosco 10.301 |Mary Ann Mills foundation
Next Sunday 09.30 | Patrick Green foundation
FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 11.001 |Parishioners

Next Week’s Readings  Zeph 2:3,3:12,13 1 Cor 1:26-31  Matthew 5:1-12
Sacrament of Confession. Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55 Saturday 10.00-10.25
T Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite

Last week: £1,095.98 (cash £144.98.00 card £231.00 standing orders £720) €2
Thank you

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of

children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-

ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo.

www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding

Holy Father’s Intention for January 2026: For Prayer With The Word Of God

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source

of hope in our communities, helping us build a more fraternal and missionary Church.

Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass. The earlier Mass on Sunday

and weekdays are not live-streamed.

For your prayers:

In priestly formation: Br Philip Gerlomes OP

Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria

Those who are Sick: Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, David

Michael, Garth, Kathie, Alan, Scott
Recently Departed: Dave Lambert, Ruth Black Ossie Aisbitt priest
Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”
YouTube: youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge

Fr Christopher Pearson oLw Parish Priest Donation

22 Redcross Way, SE1 ITA  borough@rcaos.org.uk Station

0207 4073951 www.preciousblood.org.uk
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https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline
https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline

