
 

 

Green is the Liturgical Colour today, as we 
return to Ordinary Time after the Christmas 
Season. Easter won’t be long before Green 
turn to Purple and Lent begins!  
 

The Week of Prayer for Christian begins 
today. Please add this import intention to your 
daily prayers this week: for the Visible Unity 
of the Church, that we may be One Eucharis-
tic Family with One Supreme Pastor.  
 

No daily Mass this week, as FrC is away. 
Happy Christmas! 
 

This Newsletter is emailed each week. If you 
don’t receive it by email each week sign up at 
preciousblood.org.uk/signup  
 

Ambassadors for Christ: A Catholic apolo-
getics resource. The Archdiocese has 
launched an apologetics project to provide 
evidence-based answers to questions such as 
"Is Jesus God?" or “does prayer work?”. Am-
bassadors for Christ is designed to equip you 
with a deeper understanding of the faith, and 
confidently answer questions, joyfully wit-
nessing for the Lord Jesus and his Church. 
Every Monday, a new video will be posted on 
YouTube, along with a worksheet to enable 
parishes and groups and families to use them 
as part of their faith formation.  
rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist. 
 

So, what’s the date of your Baptism? FrC 
asked if everyone knew the date they became 
Christians. Find it out, and celebrate it. 

SECOND SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 

18th January 2026 
 

In the gospel reading today, we hear that Christ is the light of the 
Nations. The spirit of God rested on Christ when he was baptised 
by John the Baptist. Through the giving of the Spirit John recognis-
es Christ as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
We too through the gift of the Holy Spirit are to become the light of 
the world proclaiming salvation to the ends of the earth.  

Keeping the Eucharistic Fast! The Church 
asks us not to eat or drink anything for one 
hour before receiving Holy Communion.  Do 
you keep the fast? It’s the simplest way of 
preparing to receive Jesus in the Blessed Sac-
rament– an hour!   
 

Has your home been blessed? This can be 
done in the new year or when you move 
home. FrC is very willing to come and bless 
your home. 
 

Word of God Sunday is next week, 25th 
January, when all our Readers will be 
‘commissioned’. Would you like to read at 
Mass?  See May or Lesley today.  
 

Readers and those interested are invited to a 
brief meeting after Mass today.  
 

Are you Catholic? Sometimes people never 
get round to being Baptised, or Confirmed or 
actually jumping in. See FrC 
 

Candle Intentions are available. The list is 
on the website. Make your sections and then 
in ‘notes’ add your intentions. They prove to 
be very poplar, so don’t delay!   
 

The Ordinariate Use survey didn’t garner 
any clarity about feeling over when to use it. 
Most seem indifferent. So for a trial, we will 
use it at the Solemn Mass on Sunday. Any 
observations to FrC  
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Why Is Ordinary Time Called Ordinary? 
 

Ordinary Time is called "ordinary" not because 
it is common but simply because the weeks of 
Ordinary Time are numbered. The Latin word 
ordinalis, which refers to numbers in a series, 
stems from the Latin word ordo, from which we 
get the English word order. Thus, the num-
bered weeks of Ordinary Time, in fact, repre-
sent the ordered life of the Church—the period 
in which we live our lives neither in feasting (as 
in the Christmas and Easter seasons) or in 
more penance (as in Lent), but in watchfulness 
and expectation of the Second Coming of 
Christ. 
 

It's appropriate, therefore, that the Gospel for 
the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time today 
(which is actually the first Sunday celebrated in 
Ordinary Time) always features John the Bap-
tist's acknowledgment of Christ as the Lamb of 
God. It’s also linked to the Christ's first mira-
cle—the transformation of water into wine at 
the wedding at Cana. 
 

Thus for Catholics, Ordinary Time is the part of 
the year in which Christ, the Lamb of God, 
walks among us and transforms our lives. 
There's nothing "ordinary" about that! 
 

Why Is Green the Colour of Ordinary Time? 
 

Likewise, the normal liturgical colour for Ordi-
nary Time - for those days when there is no 
special feast - is green. Green vestments and 
altar cloths have traditionally been associated 
with the time after Pentecost, the period in 
which the Church founded by the risen Christ 
and enlivened by the Holy Spirit began to grow 
and to spread the Gospel to all nations. 
 

 

When Is Ordinary Time? 
 

Ordinary Time refers to all of those parts of 
the Catholic Church's liturgical year that 
aren't included in the major seasons of Ad-
vent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter. Ordinary 
Time thus encompasses two different peri-
ods in the Church's calendar, since the 
Christmas season immediately follows Ad-
vent, and the Easter season immediately 
follows Lent. 
 

The Church year begins with Advent, fol-
lowed immediately by the Christmas season. 
Ordinary Time begins on last Monday, the 
Monday after the first Sunday after January 
6, the traditional date of the Feast of the 
Epiphany and the end of the liturgical sea-
son of Christmas. This first period of Ordi-
nary Time runs until Ash Wednesday when 
the liturgical season of Lent begins. Both 
Lent and the Easter season fall outside of 
Ordinary Time, which resumes again on the 
Monday after Pentecost Sunday, the end of 
the Easter season. This second period of 
Ordinary Time runs until the First Sunday of 
Advent when the liturgical year begins again. 
 

Why Is There No First Sunday in Ordinary 
Time? 
 

In most years, the Sunday after January 6 is 
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. In 
some countries, however, where the cele-
bration of Epiphany is transferred to Sunday 
if that Sunday is January 7 or 8, Epiphany is 
celebrated instead. As feasts of our Lord, 
both the Baptism of the Lord and Epiphany 
displace a Sunday in Ordinary Time. Thus 
the first Sunday in the period of Ordinary 
Time is the Sunday that falls after the first 
week of Ordinary Time, which makes it the 
Second Sunday of Ordinary Time. 
 

How Many Sundays Are There in Ordi-
nary Time? 
 

In any given year, there are either 33 or 34 
Sundays in Ordinary Time. Because Easter 
is a moveable feast, and thus the Lent and 
Easter seasons "float" from year to year, the 
number of Sundays in each period of Ordi-

nary Time vary from the other period as well 
as from year to year. 
 

Although today is the ‘Second Sunday in 
Ordinary Time’, it is in fact, the first. 
 

† 
 

KEEP CALM 
AND  

CARRY ON 
IT’S 

ORDINARY TIME 



 

 

The Ordinariate of  
Our Lady of Walsingham 

A series of open meetings to discuss  
aspects of the Catholic Church  

at  
St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Ham, 

 

Tuesday 27th January 

19.30 
 

Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald 
on 

A life in dialogue. 
 

Former Director of the Pontifical Institute of Ara-
bic and Islamic Studies; President of Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious Dialogue; Apostolic 
Nuncio in Egypt and Delegate to the League of 
Arab States. Cardinal by Pope Francis in 2019. 
 

A meal and refreshments will be served 
 

Travel - St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Ham, 
             Ham Street, Richmond TW10 7HT  
Train to Richmond Station: District Line or 
             South West trains from Waterloo.  
Then get bus -  371 to Ham Street or 65  
              to Ham Gate Avenue 

All are welcome. 
Fr. Peter Andrews 
E:  peter.andrews.lon@gmail.com   
M: 07753827967  

Votive Candle Intentions 
are now available for 2026.  A 
9-day candle burns continually, 
day and night, 24-7 in all the 
holy places at MPB. You can 
offer an intention for a month 
to be attached to that light. All 
the candles used at MPB dur-
ing 2026 will be blessed on the 
nearest Sunday to Candle-

mas, the Presentation 
of Christ in the 
Temple - the 

fortieth day of Christmas - 
which closes the Nativity 
Season. Traditionally it’s the 
day when all candles to be 
used during the year in 
Church are blessed. This 
year it will be 1st Feb.  
 

Would you like to offer some 
in memory of a loved one?  
                     

 Sign up on line.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Love bade me welcome:  
yet my soul drew back, 
            Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-eyed Love,  
observing me grow slack 
            From my first entrance in, 
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
            If I lacked anything. 
 

"A guest," I answered, "worthy to be here": 
            Love said, "You shall be he." 
"I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
            I cannot look on thee." 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 
            "Who made the eyes but I?" 
 

"Truth, Lord; but I have marred them;  
let my shame 
            Go where it doth deserve." 
"And know you not," says Love,  
"who bore the blame?" 
            "My dear, then I will serve." 
"You must sit down," says Love, 
"and taste my meat." 
            So I did sit and eat. 

George Herbert - 1593-1633    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 13th February 14.00 begin at 
St George's Cathedral. Look at the Cathe-
dral, then along Lambeth Road to Lambeth 
Palace and learn its history. Take in the site 
of the old chapel where St John Henry New-
man once preached, Imperial War Museum, 
the home of Captain Bligh of the Bounty, 
and more. No need to book - just turn up!  
 

Tip: sensible shoes, suggested donation£5 



 

 

Next Week’s Readings      Isaiah 49:3.5-6       1 Corinthians 1:1-3          John 1:29-34 

Sacrament of Confession.  Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55   Saturday 10.00-10.25 

† Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite 

Last week: £1,371.31 (cash £93.31 card  £558.00 standing orders £720)  €1 KR1 Kune2   
                                                                                                                               Thank you 

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo. 
www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding 

Holy Father’s Intention for January 2026: For Prayer With The Word Of God 
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source 
of hope in our communities, helping us build a more fraternal and missionary Church.  

Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass.  The earlier Mass on Sunday 
and weekdays are not live-streamed.  

For your prayers: 
In priestly formation:  Br Philip Gerlomes OP   
Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria 
Those who are Sick:  Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, David 
 Michael, Garth, Kathie, Alan, Scott 
Recently Departed:  Dave Lambert, Ruth Black Ossie Aisbitt priest  

Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”       
                    YouTube:    youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge  

Fr Christopher Pearson  OLW  Parish Priest   
22 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA       borough@rcaos.org.uk     
0207 4073951                             www.preciousblood.org.uk      
  

Donation 
Station 

This Week: Mass & intentions 

Day Time Intention 

Sunday   
SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

09.30 

  11.00† 
Holy Souls  
Parishioners 

Mon 19th (St Wulstan)   

Tues 20th (St Fabian)   

Wed 21st St Agnes   

Thur 22nd (St Vincent)   

Fri  23rd feria   

Sat  24th St Francis de Sales   10.30† Mary Ann Mills foundation 

Next Sunday             Word of God 
THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

09.30 

  11.00† 
Holy Souls  
Parishioners 

https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline
https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline

