Ordinariate and Parish Church
MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD

a Catholic Parish in the Archdiocese of Southwark
in the Pastoral Care of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
11th January 2026

In the gospel reading today, we hear the voice of the Father say
to Jesus, “You are my Son, the beloved...” The Holy Spirit of
God came down upon Jesus, the beloved Son of God at his bap-
tism in the Jordan. The Spirit comes down on each of us and
helps us to live our christian lives so that we are faithful to our

Baptism.

.

The Baptism of the Lord today marks the
end of Christmas time, however the season
continues until Candlemass, the fortieth day.
Happy Christmas!

The Christmas Tress won’t last until 2nd
February, so help would be appreciated to
remove the decorations from Church after the
11am Mass. It’s a nice tradition , however, if
you’d like to, to leave the Crib for the full
forty days at home.

Christmas Crib offering, is a collection in
support of the Catholic Children’s Society.
This can be made at the crib, on-line, or by
using the card machine.

FrC thanks all those who were kind enough
to send gifts and cards for Christmas. It is
very much appreciated - thank you!

20+C+B+M+26 Epiphany Chalk from last
Tuesday is available at the Crib to take and
mark the entrance of your home.

Has your home been blessed? This can be
done in the new year or when you move
home. FrC is very willing to come and bless
your home.

Word of God Sunday is in a few weeks, 25th
Jan, when all our Readers will be
‘commissioned’. Would you like to read at
Mass? See May or Lesley today.

Choral Evensong this week on Weneday
at 19.00 followed by a light supper. Come!

Are you Catholic? Sometimes people never
get round to being Baptised, or Confirmed or
actually jumping in. Now’s your chance! See
FrC

Candle Intentions became available last
week. The list is on the website. Make your
sections on then in ‘notes’ add your inten-
tions. This year they will only be available on
-line. There a QR code in church too. They
prove to be very poplar, so don’t delay!

Ambassadors for Christ: A Catholic apolo-
getics resource. The Archdiocese has
launched an apologetics project to provide
evidence-based answers to questions such as
"Is Jesus God?" or “does prayer work?”. Am-
bassadors for Christ is designed to equip you
with a deeper understanding of the faith, and
confidently answer questions, joyfully wit-
nessing for the Lord Jesus and his Church.
Every Monday, a new video will be posted on
YouTube, along with a worksheet to enable
parishes and groups and families to use them
as part of their faith formation.
rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist.

The Ordinariate Use survey didn’t garner
any clarity about feeling over when to use it.
Most seem indifferent. So for a trial, we will
use it at the Solemn Mass on Sunday. Any
observations to FrC



https://rcaos.org.uk/ambassadorsforchrist
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://mpb.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/nau3g4ow
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/catholic-association
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://rb.gy/dcqgcc

The Baptism of the Lord.

When we celebrate Christ's baptism in the Jor-
dan, we naturally think about baptism in gen-
eral. How much do you know about your own
baptism? It was the most important day of your
life. Do you have a baptismal certificate kept
somewhere? You may also have photographs,
or family memories of the day.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (1214)
tells us that the word "baptism" comes from the
Greek word for "to plunge" or to immerse. We
are "plunged" into water, symbolising dying with
Christ, from which we arise with new life. The
Catechism reminds us that "The essential rite
of Baptism consists in immersing the candidate
in water or pouring water on his head, while
pronouncing the invocation of the Most Holy
Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spir-
it." (1278)

Every Catholic parish keeps a record of bap-
tisms - when your name is entered into the bap-
tismal register, it is a record of something infi-
nitely precious - your name being entered in the
Book of Life.

We might ask, “Is Baptism truly necessary
for us to live as Christians and to follow Je-
sus? Is it not fundamentally a simple rite, a
formal act of the Church, for naming a
child?” In answer, he repeated the words of
the Apostle Paul: “Don’t you know that all of
us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were
baptised into his death? We were therefore
buried with him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, we too

may live a new life'.

“Therefore, it is not a mere formality! A bap-
tised child is not the same as a child who is
not baptised; a baptised person is not the
same as one who has not received baptism.
It is an act that touches the depth of our ex-
istence. We are immersed in that inexhausti-
ble font of life that is the death of Jesus, the
greatest act of love of all history; and thanks
to this love we are able to live a new life, no
longer at the mercy of evil, sin and death,
but rather in communion with God and with
our brothers.”

Many of us do not know the date when we
were baptised. Pope Francis, as he often
did, would ask, those present in St. Peter's
Square to find out the date of their baptism,
as “itis a happy date.”

Another characteristic of Baptism, is that no-
one can baptise himself; we can ask for bap-
tism, wish for it, but we always need some-
one to confer this Sacrament in the name of
the Lord. This is because baptism is a gift
that is given in a context of care and frater-
nal sharing. Throughout history, one person
baptises another, who baptises another, and
another ... it is a chain. A chain of grace. But
| cannot baptise myself; | have to ask anoth-
er person to baptise me. It is an act of broth-
erhood, an act of affiliation to the Church.

We all celebrate our birthdays, as Pope
Francis reminded us that we should also
celebrate our baptismal day. Find out about
yours, and mark the date in your diary, and
celebrate it! Keep the light of faith burning in
your life!
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Votive Candle Intentions
are now available for 2026. A
9-day candle burns continually,
day and night, 24-7 in all the
holy places at MPB. You can
offer an intention for a month
to be attached to that light. All
the candles used at MPB dur-
ing 2026 will be blessed on the
nearest Sunday to Candle-
mas, the Presentation

of Christ in the

Temple - the
fortieth day of Christmas -
which closes the Nativity
Season. Traditionally it's the
day when all candles to be
used during the year in
Church are blessed. This
year it will be 1st Feb.

Would you like to offer some
in memory of a loved one?

Sign up on line.
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This Week: Mass & intentions

Day Time Intention
Sunday 09.30 | Parishioners
BAPTISM OF THE LORD 11.00 | Kay Cunningham & year’s mind
Mon 12th (St Aelred of Rievaulx)
Tues 13th (St Hilary) 13.05 | Holy Souls &
Wed 14th feria 13.05 |Holy Souls =
Thur 15th feria 13.05 |Holy Souls =
Fri 16th feria 13.05 | Holy Souls =
Sat 17th St Anthony, Abbot 10.30T |Fr Michael Carey foundation
Next Sunday 09.30 | Holy Souls =
SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 11.00 Parishioners

Next Week’s Readings  Isaiah 49:3.5-6 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 John 1:29-34
Sacrament of Confession. Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55 Saturday 10.00-10.25
T Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite
Last week: £954.99 (cash £159.05 card £645.00 standing orders £720) €0.05 KR10
Xmas Off £1,266.58 (cash £443.58 card £823.00)
Xmas Crib  £40.00 (cash card £40.00) Thank you
Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo.
www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding

Holy Father’s Intention for January 2026: For Prayer With The Word Of God
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source
of hope in our communities, helping us build a more fraternal and missionary Church.
Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass. The earlier Mass on Sunday
and weekdays are not live-streamed.

For your prayers:
In priestly formation: Br Philip Gerlomes OP
Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria

Those who are Sick: Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, David

Michael, Garth, Kathie, Alan
Recently Departed: Dave Lambert, Ruth Black Ossie Aisbitt priest

Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”
YouTube: youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge

Fr Christopher Pearson oLw Parish Priest Dsclgzg?ln
22 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA  borough@rcaos.org.uk
0207 4073951 www.preciousblood.org.uk E E

(=] %=
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