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In the gospel reading today, we hear that God chose us in Christ. |
Christ, God’s only Son was made flesh and lived among us so that we
who believe in him might become the adopted sons of the Father.
Before the world was made God chose us in Christ and for this we

give thanks to the Father.

The Epiphany of the Lord is on Tuesday
this week when we celebrate the arrival of the
Magi, the wise men, By bringing their gifts
they reveal who Jesus is: the Christ who was
to come. Epiphany also sees the close of the
Jubilee Year of Hope.

The Epiphany is a Day of Obligation, Mass
at 13.05 & 18.30 The evening Mass will be
followed by mince pies and mulled wine in
the Long Room

An Epiphany Quiz - take a look at the on-
line teaser, test how well you know this Feast
of the Lord.

Twelve years ago on Wednesday this parish
was put into the Pastoral Care of the Ordinari-
ate of Our Lady of Walsingham. How time
flies when you’re having fun!

Candle Intentions can be made from today.
The list is on the website. Make your sections
on then in "notes’ add your intentions. This
year they will only be available on-line.

There a qr code in church too.
They prove to be very pop-
lar, so don’t delay!

FrC thanks all those
who were kind enough
+ | to send gifts and cards
0« for Christmas. It is very
much appreciated -
thank you!

Thank you again to everyone who made, and
is making, Christmas celebrations so special.

Cash Collections are going out of fashion!
As well as the machines at the back of
Church, there’s a QR code on the Mass sheet
which takes Apple & Android Pay. We will
still have the basket for those who prefer
cash, but please no coppers or silver coins!
Thank you for your continued generosity.

The Catholic Children's Society is the
Christmas Crib Charity again this year.

Word of God Sunday -25 Jan- is when we
commission Lectors. If you would like to, see
May or Lesley today.

Mass times are all back to normal this week.
Check the website for any updates.

Coughs & Colds seem an inevitable part of
this time of the year. Please be considerate
when receiving Holy Communion. Remem-
ber that you do not have to receive from the
chalice. ‘Dunking’ is not an option!

Keep an eye on friends and neighbours. ..

Holy Communion at Mass is only for those
who are prepared. If children want to come
for a blessing, they should go to the priest.

New Years’ resolutions might be forgotten
already, so why not make a resolution about
your Catholic faith this year? To be regular in
daily prayer; take up the Scripture Reading
notes; learn the Rosary ...



https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://mpb.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/nau3g4ow
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/catholic-association
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://rb.gy/dcqgcc

Caspar, Balthasar, Melchior. These
“three kings of Orient are” found, complete
with crowns and camels, in every nativity
scene. Yet if we look closely at the gospel
account of the Magi, we don’t find these
names. Indeed, there is no mention of how
many Magi there were or that they were
kings. This is a testimony to something
some Bible Christians would like to deny:
that all who read a text of Scripture do so
in the light of some tradition, through some
lens. If it is the right lens, it magnifies the
text and allows us to get at its true mean-
ing. If it is the wrong lens, we get a distort-
ed image.

It just so happens that the lens the Catho-
lic tradition uses to read the story flows
from Scripture itself-to be precise, it flows
from the connection between holy words
written hundreds of years apart. But de-
spite the many years and different human
authors, the texts were inspired by the
same Divine Author, the Holy Spirit. In
chapter 60 of Isaiah (Is 60:1-6), it is pre-
dicted that at a time of darkness, the glory
of the Lord will shine over Jerusalem. The
heavenly light will be a beacon to the pa-
gan nations and even to their kings. Here
we find mention of camels whose job it will
be to bring the wealth of these nations,
including frankincense and gold, to the city
of the Lord. Psalm 72 agrees that far off
kings will bring gifts to the Son of David.

The tradition of the Church has always
seen the story of the Magi as a fulfilment
of Isaiah’s prophecy and Psalm 72. Hence
the crowns and camels.

But hold on. Isaiah 60 mentions only two of
the gifts mentioned by Matthew: gold, fit for a
king, and frankincense, for the worship of
God. So what about the myrrh—where does
that come from and what does it mean?

Myrrh, an aromatic resin, was used in prepar-
ing the dead for burial. Gold reveals that the
babe in the manger is actually a king; frankin-
cense tells us that is he God incarnate; myrrh
tells us that he has come to die. That some-
one would redeem God'’s people through suf-
fering and death was foretold by Isaiah a few
chapters earlier (Is 53). This was the really
hard thing for those living in Jesus’ time to
comprehend-that the same person who ful-
filled all those prophecies about a glorious
new king also fulfilled the prophecies about a
suffering servant.

All three gifts of the Magi are necessary to
convey the true revelation, the true epiphany
of who this child is and what he is destined to
do. That’'s why for hundred’s of years we've
sung of three kings, not two or four.

OK, so where did the names of the three
come from?

The ancient feast of the Epiphany actually
celebrates three events, tied together by the
meaning of the word epiphany as
“appearance” or “manifestation.” Jesus sud-
denly appears as who He really is—messiah
and God-to the Magi, at Cana when he works
his first miracle, and when he is baptized in
the Jordan. In the early Church, Epiphany was
therefore second only to Easter vigil as the
time to celebrate the sacrament of baptism.
Blessed water from those baptisms were used
to bless the dwellings of the faithful, and it
became customary to write over the doorposts
of blessed homes “C+B+M” meaning “Christ
blesses this house (Christus bendicat man-
sionem).” Since the three kings were also
remembered at the same time, someone de-
cided to give them names, and to use CBM as
their initials—Caspar, Balthasar, and Melchior.
The names stuck.

But the fact that Matthew gives them no
names is telling. They may be kings, but in
this story they are merely supporting actors.
They follow the true Star, the King of Kings.
Only His name is important. Epiphany is not
about the Magi-it’s all about Jesus..



Epiphany Chalk will be available on Tues-
day for you to take and mark the lintel or
door post of your home. It’s a traditional
House Blessing for the New Year. Has your
home been blessed? Ask Fr C today if it
hasn’t. Invite Christ into your home (again)
this new Year.

PEACE & JOY

*f KEEP CHRIST IN *’*

CHRISTMAS

Sign up on line.

Votive Candle Intentions are now available for 2026. A 9-day
candle burns continually, day and night, 24-7 in all the holy
places at MPB. You can offer an intention for a month to be
attached to that light. All the candles used at MPB during 2026
will be blessed on the nearest Sunday to Candlemas, the
Presentation of Christ in the Temple - the fortieth day of
Christmas - which closes the Nativity Season. Traditionally it's
the day when all candles to be used during the year in Church
are blessed. This year it will be 1st Feb.

Would you like to offer some in memory of a loved one?




This Week: Mass & intentions

Day Time Intention

Sunday 09.30 |May & Bernadette’s Intentions
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 11.00 | Parishioners
Mon 5th  of Christmas
Tues 6th EPIPHANY 13.05 | Zofia Oberc &

OF THE LORD 18.307 | Osmond Aisbitt ¥ priest recently
Wed 7th (St Raymond of Penyafort) 13.05 | DG Silver Jubilee Jesus Youth
Thur 8th of Christmas 13.05 | Fitting employment for EDSP
Fri 9th of Christmas 13.05 | Barbara very poorly at this time
Sat 10th of Christmas 10.301 | Tim & Julie Kelly &
Next Sunday 09.30 | Kay Cunningham ¥ year’s mind
BAPTISM OF THE LORD 11.00 Parishioners

Next Week’s Readings Isiah 42:1-7 Acts 10:34-38 Matthrew 3:13-17

Sacrament of Confession. Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55 Saturday 10.00-10.25

T Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite

Last week: £954.99 (cash £107.99 card £127.00 standing orders £720) $1€0.05
Christmas £1,226.58 (cash £403.58 card £823) ISK10 SEN10 CLP100
Offering Thank you

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo.
www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding

Holy Father’s Intention for January 2026: For Prayer With The Word Of God
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source
of hope in our communities, helping us build a more fraternal and missionary Church.

Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass. The earlier Mass on Sunday
and weekdays are not live-streamed.

For your prayers:

In priestly formation: Br Philip Gerlomes OP

Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria

Those who are Sick: Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, David
Michael, Garth, Kathie, Alan

Recently Departed: Dave Lambert, Ruth Black Ossie Aisbitt priest

Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”

YouTube: youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge Dsongtlon
- - - tation
Fr Christopher Pearson oLw Parish Priest
22 Redcross Way, SE1 ITA  borough@rcaos.org.uk E E
0207 4073951 www.preciousblood.org.uk

(=] %=


https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline
https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline

