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HOLY FAMILY
28th December 2025

In the gospel reading today, we hear that Christ is in the human
family. God sets before us the human Holy Family of Nazareth
as the model for all families. The family unit is the basic struc-
ture on which human society is built. A good christian family life
is a most powerful witness to our world of God’s love for us re-

vealed in Christ.

A big thank you to everyone who made, and
is making, our Christmas celebration so spe-
cial. Those who clean, serve, sing, play, iron,
arrange flowers, build cribs and all who put in
a lot of hard work. Thank you indeed.

Mary, the Mother of God is celebrated on
Thursday this week, the octave (eighth) day
of Christmas; it’s a Solemnity, and the oldest
title of Mary. Mass at 1 1lam

New Year’s Day is also on Thursday. Reso-
lutions are soon forgotten, so how about re-
newing your commitment to the Lord and the
Catholic Church: make a holy resolution this
year.

Walsingham Mass on Sat this week, 10.30
Organ Recital also on Saturday 12.30

Christmas Decorations — we’ve waited so
long to put them up, don’t be too hasty taking
them down. Christmastide ends on 11th Jan.

Poinsettias - thank you to those who brought
them to the Christmas Crib.
Will you bring one? They
are a traditional gift to
bring to the Child Jesus
at Christmas.

+ | FrC thanks all those
& who were kind enough
¢/ to send gifts and cards
PILGRY for Christmas. Tt is very

much appreciated.

Christmas Offerings. Thank you to all those
who have been so generous. If you were
away, there’s still the chance using the yel-
low envelopes or the tab on the pay station
marked ‘Christmas Offerings’.

Canon Gerald Bradley has been appointed
by Pope Leo to be an Auxiliary Bishop here
in the Archdiocese of Southwark. Please keep
him in your prayers as he prepares for Ordi-
nation on 2nd February.

Mass times during this Christmas week are
adjusted. Sunday Mass times stay the same.
Weekday Mass will be altered. Check the
website or newsletter.

Keep an eye on friends and neighbours. ..

Holy Communion at Mass is only for those
who are prepared. If children want to come
for a blessing, they should go to the priest.

Can you read? If so, you are a perfect candi-
date to read the Scriptures at Mass and the
Universal Prayers. Training is available and
preparing for Commissioning on Word of
God Sunday. Interested? See May or Lesley.

The Archbishop has sent a pastoral letter.
There will be some copies available after
each Mass today.

The Epiphany of the Lord is 6th Jan, the day
we celebrate the Wise Men from the east re-
vealing who Jesus is. Mass at 13.05 & 18.30



https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://mpb.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/nau3g4ow
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/catholic-association
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://rb.gy/dcqgcc
https://mpb.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/2c1ggcbx
https://mpb.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/75cad8yd

Archbishop John Wilson's
2025 Christmas message
Dear friends,
What is the meaning of Christmas?
Each time we are asked the meaning of
Christmas, our hearts should be filled with
awe, joy and hope as we are drawn back to
that remarkable night in Bethlehem.

On that night, the world changed forever. The
Lord Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary,
revealed the majesty and glory of God. On
this momentous night, we not only discov-
ered the meaning of Christmas. We discov-
ered the meaning of love, and the meaning of
life. God in Christ, entered our world so we
could we could enter his. God sent his only
Son, so we might live through him (1 John
4:9). There is no clearer message of God’s
love. It's a message of love the world desper-
ately needed to hear, and still desperately
needs to hear.

In the Gospel of St John (1:14) the beauty of
God’s love for us is revealed, when we hear
that “the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory”.

I's not simply, as St John tells us elsewhere
in the Scripture, that we have loved God “but
that he loved us” (1 John 4:10), and that is
why he sent his Son: so that we could be
saved from sin and death.

This is the meaning of the Incarnation. That
God, through his Son, dwelt among us so
that we can know his love in our hearts and
rejoice in his glory.

This magnificent glory of the Lord can feel
overwhelming and that is why we sometimes
seek to distract ourselves with all manner of
things. Remember, it certainly overwhelmed
the shepherds who were filled with great fear.
But we are called to hold fast to the words of

the angel of the Lord, who turned to them
and said “fear not, for behold, | bring you
good news of great joy” that born this day is
“a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:9-
11).

In the baby Jesus, born as Emmanuel, God
with us — we can find hope and meaning. In
the Lord Jesus we find joy and love.
Because Jesus is Emmanuel: God with us,
with me and with you.

That is why the meaning of Christmas is
something that should fill our hearts, each
and every day, with joy because it means we
are never alone or abandoned.

God in Christ wants us to feel his love, in our
joys but especially when we are frightened,
when we are in pain and when we feel lost.

The beautiful truth of Christmas is that be-
cause of God in Christ we are never lost.
God chose to be near us, to stay close to us
always, to draw us to himself, always.

In his endless mercy, the Lord Jesus chose
to love us, so we could know and believe that
“God is love” (1 John 4:16).

In turn, all the Lord Jesus asks of us is to not
be afraid and to say yes to him, to draw close
to him, to love him.

So my dear friends, the next time you are
asked the meaning of Christmas, answer
emphatically, with joy in your hearts, that
Christmas means God in Christ Jesus loves
me and he loves you.

And say with your heart filled with the love of
the Lord Jesus, that you say yes to his love.
As you rejoice in this love, remember the
words of St John, “we love because he first
loved us” (1 John 4:19).

| wish you and those you love a blessed and
very merry Christmas, may the Lord Jesus fill
you with his peace and his love and may you
“walk in love”, as Christ loved you
(Ephesians 5:2).

And | wish you and all your loved ones a very
happy and holy New Year. | pray each day is
filled with an encounter with the Lord Jesus
and his saving Gospel, so that you can feel
his love and experience the “fruit of right-
eousness that comes through Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God” (Philippians
1:11).



Walsingham Association Mass 10.30 on
Saturday this week. Have you joined the
Association? Would you like to join the
Association? See Lesley today, or on Sat-
urday for a form.

c c The consequence of love is
incarnation the consequence of
incarnation is crucifixion

GK Chesterton
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Mary, Mother of God
1st January
Solemn Mass 11.00




This Week: Mass & intentions

Day Time Intention
Sunday 09.30 |Families
HOLY FAMILY 11.001 | Parishioners
Mon 29th St Thomas Becket
Tues 30th 6th Day of Christmas 10.00 | Vilma Forbes ¥ recently
Wed 31st 7th Day of Christmas 10.00 | Pope Benedict XVI % d.2022
Thur 1st MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 11.00 Parishioners
Fri 2nd Sts Basil & Gregory 10.00 | Anna Gahavova & Miroslav Lukac ¥
Sat 3rd Most Holy Name of Jesus 10.301 |Eddie, Stella & Charlotte Flannery
Next Sunday 09.30 |May & Bernadette’s Intentions

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 11.00 | Parishioners

Next Week’s Readings Isaiah 60:1-6  Ephesians 3:2-3a.5-6 Matthew 2:1-12
Sacrament of Confession. Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55 Saturday 10.00-10.25
T Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite

Last week: £1,009.27 (cash £114.27 card £175.00 standing orders £720) 320
Thank you

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo.
www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding
Holy Father’s Intention for January 2026: For Prayer With The Word Of God
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source
of hope in our communities, helping us build a more fraternal and missionary Church.
Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass. The earlier Mass on Sunday
and weekdays are not live-streamed.
For your prayers:
In priestly formation: Br Philip Gerlomes OP
Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria
Those who are Sick: Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, David
Michael, Garth, Kathie, Alan

Recently Departed: Dave Lambert
Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”

YouTube: youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge
Fr Christopher Pearson oLw Parish Priest
22 Redcross Way, SE1 ITA  borough@rcaos.org.uk
0207 4073951 www.preciousblood.org.uk
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https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline
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