
 

 

Poinsettias needed for the Christmas Crib. 
Everyone is asked to bring one. Please place 
them by the Crib. 
 

Bring the Bambino (the figure of Jesus) from 
your Crib today to be blessed.  
 

Christmas Offerings can be made using the 
website choosing Christmas Gift or use the 
envelopes at the back of Church.    
 

Goings away for Christmas? If you can’t 
find a Catholic Church on Christmas Day, 
come to MPB on-line; if you can’t be physi-
cally present. Use the App CatholicMass 
 

Mass times during Christmas week are     
adjusted. Sunday Mass times stay the same. 
Weekday Mass from 24th Dec - 8th Jan will 
be altered. Check the website or newsletter.   
 

Keep an eye on friends and neighbours… 
 

In these last few days before Christmas there 
is probably still much to do: 

• Go to Confession 

• Decide which Mass you 
are going to 

• Invite a friend or 
neighbour to Mass 

• Set up a crib at 
home 

• Remember to say 
Grace before you eat on 

Christmas Day 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

21st December 2025 
 

In the gospel reading today, we hear that Mary has won God’s favour! 
God is forever faithful to his promises. From the time of David right up 
to the birth of Jesus there is no doubting that God is with his people.  
That which is hidden for endless ages is revealed in Jesus Christ who is 
the son of the Virgin Mary.  

Bishop Richard Moth has been appointed 
by Pope Leo as Archbishop of Westminster. 
He was Bishop of Arundel & Brighton, and 
from Southwark. Please pray for him.   
 

Thank you Church Cleaners who came 
yesterday to clean for Christmas, and all who 
come each week!  
 

Non-Catholic friends or family? What a 
great opportunity to invite them to meet the 
Lord - take them to Mass on Christmas Day!  
 

Car restrictions are lifted on Christmas Day:  
there’s no congestion charge and pay-and-
display and residents bays are free. 
(However, there’s still the ulez charge.)  
 

Could you go screen-free on Christmas 
Day? It’ll be really tough, but try giving the 
present of presence to children, family and 
friends on Christmas Day: ditch the phone!  
 

Ordinariate Use has been used at the Sunday 
Solemn Mass during advent. All at MPB are 
asked to complete a brief on-line survey.  
 

Can you read? If so, you are a perfect candi-
date to read the Scriptures at Mass and the 
Universal Prayers. Training is available and 
preparing for Commissioning on Word of 
God Sunday. Interested? See May or Lesley.  
 

Friday abstinence is not included this week, 
as it’s a Solemnity within the octave of 
Christmas. Cold meats and pickles it is! 
 

 
 
 

Ordinariate and Parish Church 
MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 
a Catholic Parish in the Archdiocese of Southwark  

in the Pastoral Care of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham 

https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://mpb.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/nau3g4ow
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/catholic-association
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://rb.gy/dcqgcc
https://mpb.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/2c1ggcbx
https://mpb.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/75cad8yd


 

 

The whole world awaits Mary's reply 
 

You have heard, O Virgin, that you will con-
ceive and bear a son; you have heard that it 
will not be by man but by the Holy Spirit. The 
angel awaits an answer; it is time for him to 
return to God who sent him. We too are wait-
ing, O Lady, for your word of compassion; the 
sentence of condemnation weighs heavily upon 
us. 
 

The price of our salvation is offered to you. We 
shall be set free at once if you consent. In the 
eternal Word of God we all came to be, and 
behold, we die. In your brief response we are 
to be remade in order to be recalled to life. 
 

Tearful Adam with his sorrowing family begs 
this of you, O loving Virgin, in their exile from 
Paradise. Abraham begs it, David begs it. All 
the other holy patriarchs, your ancestors, ask it 
of you, as they dwell in the country of the shad-
ow of death. This is what the whole earth waits 
for, prostrate at your feet. It is right in doing so, 
for on your word depends comfort for the 
wretched, ransom for the captive, freedom for 
the condemned, indeed, salvation for all the 
sons of Adam, the whole of your race. 
 
 
 

Answer quickly, O Virgin. Reply in haste to the 
angel, or rather through the angel to the Lord. 
Answer with a word, receive the Word of God. 
Speak your own word, conceive the divine 
Word. Breathe a passing word, embrace the 
eternal Word. 
 

Why do you delay, why are you afraid? Be-
lieve, give praise, and receive. Let humility be 
bold, let modesty be confident. This is no time 
for virginal simplicity to forget prudence. In this 
matter alone, O prudent Virgin, do not fear to 
be presumptuous. Though modest silence is 
pleasing, dutiful speech is now more neces-
sary. Open your heart to faith, O blessed Vir-
gin, your lips to praise, your womb to the Crea-
tor. See, the desired of all nations is at your 
door, knocking to enter. If he should pass by 
because of your delay, in sorrow you would 
begin to seek him afresh, the One whom your 
soul loves. Arise, hasten, open. Arise in faith, 
hasten in devotion, open in praise and thanks-
giving. Behold the handmaid of the Lord, she 
says, be it done to me according to your word. 
 

A sermon by St Bernard of Clairvaux 
1090-1153 

 



 

 

CHRISTMASS 2025 
 

Midnight Mass  
24th Dec  11.30pm  

 

Mass of Christmas Day  
25th Dec  11.00am  

 

26th Dec-2nd Jan Daily Mass, 10am 
 

Confessions before Christmas 
 

Sun 21st 
12.30  12.45 

 

Tue 23rd  
12.30 - 12.55 

 

Wed 24th 
12.30 - 12.55 



 

 

Next Week’s Readings   Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6.12-14     Col 3:12-21   Luke 2:22-40 

Sacrament of Confession.  Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55   Saturday 10.00-10.25 

† Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite 

Last week:   £878.65  (cash £28.65 card  £130.00; standing orders £720) $20 €0.50 
Flowers £95.00 (cash £35.00 card  £60.00)                                      Thank you! 

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo. 
www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding 

Holy Father’s Intention for December 2025: For Christians in areas of conflict 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, 
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.  

Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass.  The earlier Mass on Sunday 
and weekdays are not live-streamed.  

For your prayers: 
In priestly formation:  Br Philip Gerlomes OP   
Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria 
Those who are Sick:  Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, David 
 Michael, Garth, Kathie, Alan 
Recently Departed:  Dave Lambert  

Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”       
                    YouTube:    youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge  

Fr Christopher Pearson  OLW  Parish Priest   
22 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA       borough@rcaos.org.uk     
0207 4073951                             www.preciousblood.org.uk      
  

Donation 
Station 

This Week: Mass & intentions 

Day Time Intention 

Sunday  O Oriens 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

09.30 

   11.00† 
Jim Powell   birthday 
Parishioners 

Mon 22nd O Rex   

Tues 23rd O Emmanuel 13.05 Holy Souls  

Wed 24th Christmas Eve 10.00 
23.30 

Holy Souls  
Thanksgiving 

Thur 25th CHRISTMAS DAY 11.00 Parishioners 

Fri  26th St Stephen 10.00 Margaret Schlatter foundation 

Sat  27th St John the Apostle   10.30† Fr George Newton foundation 

Next Sunday   
HOLY FAMILY 

09.30 
11.00 

Families 
Parishioners 

https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline
https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline

