Ordinariate and Parish Church
MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 4

a Catholic Parish in the Archdiocese of Southwark
in the Pastoral Care of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
14th December 2025

In the gospel reading today, we hear that happiness is our birthright
as Christians. We give thanks to God for his Spirit who lives in us and
makes us aware of our wonderful mission in spreading the good news
of man’s redemption. The Spirit brings us deep peace because the
God who called us will not fail us. Be happy at all times!
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Today is Gaudete Sunday! Gaudete means
rejoice, so called, because of the Entrance
Antiphon at Mass. You might notice a few
‘rejoices’ in the Hymns too.

Poinsettias needed for the Christmas Crib.
Everyone is asked to bring one.

Christmas Offerings can be made using the
website choosing Christmas Gift. Envelopes
are available.

Church Cleaners come each week, would
you help for Christmas? See Martina.

Bring the Bambino (the figure of Jesus) from
your Crib next Sunday to be blessed.

Goings away for Christmas? If you can’t
find a Catholic Church on Christmas Day,
come to MPB on-line.

Many are going away this week. If you need
help to find a Catholic Church use the App
CatholicMass.

Non-Catholic friends or family? What a
great opportunity to invite
them to meet the Lord
and take them to Mass
on Christmas Day!

Church £8 a box. There
are only a few left.

Daily Mass times during Advent are 13.05 &
18.30 Why not make an effort to be at Mass
often this Advent.

Holy Communion at Mass is only for those
who are prepared. If children want to come
for a blessing, they should go to the priest.

Dave Lambert’s funeral Mass will be here at
MPB on Thursday this week at 11.00. His
mortal remains will be received into Church
on Wed at 16.00. Jesu Mercy, Mary pray.

Can you read? If so, you are a perfect candi-
date to read the Scriptures at Mass and the
Universal Prayers. Training is available and
preparing for Commissioning on Word of
God Sunday. Interested? See May or Lesley.

Christmas Flowers, a collection today.

Do you keep the Eucharistic Fast? Catho-
lics should fast, ie not eat or drink anything,
for one hour before receiving Holy Commun-
ion. It’s the simplest way of preparing to re-
ceive the Lord.

Are you ready to receive the Sacraments of
initiation? Children over seven for Holy
Communion, and those over 16 for Confirma-
tion. Have you been baptised? Are you a
Catholic See FrC


https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://mpb.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/nau3g4ow
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/catholic-association
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://rb.gy/dcqgcc
https://mpb.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/2c1ggcbx
https://mpb.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/75cad8yd

The Great “O” Antiphons

In the final days of Advent preparations for
the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, special antiphons are provided
to be sung before and after the Magnificat at
Vespers each evening. These antiphons,
known as the Great “O” antiphons, for the
beginning word of each, begin on 17th De-
cember and continue through 23rd. The first
seven are petitions to the Saviour, using
some of his scriptural titles — Old Testament
prophetic images and New Testament de-
scription — and the eighth is addressed to the
blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God.

The authorship and origin of the antiphons is
unknown, but they were introduced into the
Roman liturgy by the eight century. The first
metrical version of the antiphons appeared in
Cologne in 1710, and John Mason Neale’s
translation in the Hymnal Noted of 1851 was
the first English version. The Advent hymn,
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is a para-
phrase based on this translation.

O Sapientia — O Wisdom, which camest out
of the mouth of the most High, and reachest
from one end to another, mightily, and sweet-
ly ordering all things: come and teach us the
way of prudence. (17 Dec)
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of God [Mt.
4:4]. O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In
wisdom thou hast made them all [Ps. 104:24].

O Adonai — O Adonai, and Leader of the
house of Israel, who appearedst in the Bush
to Moses in a flame of fire, and gavest him
the law of Sinai: come and deliver us with an
outstretched arm. ( 18 Dec)
And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush; and he
looked, and lo, the bush was burning, yet it
was not consumed...[Ex. 3:2].

O Radix Jesse — O Root of Jesse, which
standest for an ensign of the people, at
whom kings shall shut their mouths, to
whom the Gentiles shall seek; Come and
deliver us, and tarry not. (19 Dec)
In that day the root of Jesse shall stand as
an ensign to the peoples; him shall the na-
tions seek, and his dwellings shall be glori-
ous [Is. 11:10].

O Clavis David — O Key of David, and
Sceptre of the house of Israel; that
openest, and no man shutteth, and
shuttest, and no man openeth: Come and
bring the prisoner out of the prison-house,
and him that sitteth in darkness, and the
shadow of death. (20 Dec)

And I will place on his shoulder the key of the
house of David; he shall open, and none
shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall
open [Is. 22:22].

O Oriens — O Day-spring, Brightness of
light everlasting and Sun of
rightesousness: Come and enlighten him
that sitteth in darkness, and the shadow of
death. (21 Dec)
The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who dwelt in the
land of deep darkness, on them has light
shined [Is. 9:2].

O Rex gentium — O King of the nations,
and their Desire, the Cornerstone, who
makest both one: come and save mankind,
whom thou formedst of clay. (22 Dec)
Lift up your heads, O ye gates! And be lifted
up, ye everlasting doors! And the King of
glory shall come in [Ps. 24:7]. And they put
over His head the accusation written against
Him: “This is Jesus, the King of the
Jews” [Mt. 27:37].

O Emmanuel — O Emmanuel, our King
and Law-giver, the Desire of all nations,
and their Salvation: Come and save us, O
Lord our God. (23 Dec)
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanu-
el [Is. 7:14].
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Christmas Eve 11.30 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day 11.00 am Christmas Mass

www.preciousblood.org.uk
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ADVENT & CHRISTMASS 2025

Clean Church
20th Dec 11am-1pm

Midnight Mass
24th Dec 11.30pm

Mass of Christmas Day
25th Dec 11.00am

26th Dec-2nd Jan Daily Mass, 10am

Confessions before Christmas

Tue - Fri
12.30 til 12.55

Tue - Fri
18.00 till 18.25

Saturday 20th
10.00, 12.00 & 17.00

Sunday 21st,
12.30

‘ ‘ Joy is the abiding

and pervasive sense

of well being ’ ’

Called to Bear
Fruit

REPORT ON THE CONSULTATION
2025

2 SOUTHWARK

Thank you to those who took part in the Archdioce-
san consultation. The Report is available at the

back.




This Week: Mass & intentions

Day Time Intention
Sunday 09.30
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 11.00T | Parishioners
Mon 15th feria
Tues 16th feria 13.05 |Holy Souls &
18.307 [Pope Benedict XVI &
Wed 17th O Sapienta 13.05 |Holy Souls &
18.30T |Pope Francis ¥
Thur 18th O Adonai 11.00 | Dave Lambert ¥ funeral

13.05 | Christopher Dunn ¥ d.1989
18.301 |Pope Leo XIV

Fri 19th O Radix 13.05 | Jim Powell &
18.30T |Persecuted Christians

Sat  20th O Clavis 10.301 |Florence White & d.2013

Next Sunday O Oriens 09.30 | Jim Powell ¥ birthday
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 11.00F | Parishioners

Next Week’s Readings 2 Samuel 7:1-5.8-11.16  Romans 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38
Sacrament of Confession. Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55 Saturday 10.00-10.25

T Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite

Last week: £1,545.56 (cash £165.56 card £660.00, standing orders £720) Thank you

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo.
www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding
Holy Father’s Intention for December 2025: For Christians in areas of conflict
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East,
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.
Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass. The earlier Mass on Sunday
and weekdays are not live-streamed.
For your prayers:
In priestly formation: Br Philip Gerlomes OP
Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria
Those who are Sick: Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, David
Michael, Garth, Kathie, Alan

Recently Departed: Dave Lambert
Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”

YouTube: youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge E E
Fr Christopher Pearson oLw Parish Priest
22 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA  borough@rcaos.org.uk
0207 4073951 www.preciousblood.org.uk E r |

Donation
Station



https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline
https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline

