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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
30th November 2025

In the gospel reading today, we hear that during Advent we are to
make ourselves ready for the birth of Christ. We prepare ourselves as
the new homes into which he will come. The long hours of waiting are
nearly over, we are to wake from our sleep and prepare, because the  §
dawn of our salvation is about to break. Soon we will walk in the light §

of the Lord. Be prepared!

Advent begins today. A time of getting
ready: a preparation for the incarnation at
Christmas. Even though the shops and the TV
are already full of Christmas, be patient.

The Year of Matthew begins today. The
readings at Sunday Mass are in a three year
cycle. Today begins year A.

Catholic Christmas Cards are on sale in
Church £8 a box. Send Christmas Christmas
cards: the reason for the season.

Missing persons ! [s there anyone at Mass
you’ve not seen for a while? Invite them back,
by word or prayer.

Daily Mass times during Advent are 13.05 &
18.30 Why not make an effort to be at Mass
often this Advent.

Purple is now the liturgical colour. Even
thought the tabernacle, and the vestments are
purple, the white light reminds us that Jesus is
always present in his abiding Presence of the
Blessed Sacrament. Visit him often.

Guy together with his fam-
ily and friends is extend-
ed a warm welcome
today as he becomes a
Christian by Baptism

the Catholic Church.
Welcome Brother Guy!

Bishop Steven Lopes is extended a warm
welcome today, together with Fr Chuck
Hough visiting from the Ordinariate in North
America.

Dave Lambert died on Monday last week,
following a brief illness. He died with great
courage, and with firm hope in the Resurrec-
tion. For those who believe, life is changed,
not ended. Pray from him, and his family.

Choral Evensong on Wednesday this week
is at 19.00 Come and experience this treasure
we share.

Organ Recital series continues on Saturday
this week at 12.30 with Anthony Gritten.

Walsingham Spiritual Pilgrimage at the
10.30 Mass on Saturday tis week.

A Foundation Mass can bet set up for loved
ones. Mass will be offered on a particular
date for the next 25 years. The recommended
offering is £300. See FrC for more info.

Hospital. If you have to go into Hospital,
expected or not, you are advised to expressly
give permission for the Catholic Chaplain or
Fr Christopher to visit. There are some forms
at the back of Church.

Did you know, seven days without prayer
makes one weak?



https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://mpb.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/nau3g4ow
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/catholic-association
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://rb.gy/dcqgcc

Jesus Christ will return in glory

We do not know when he will return. But Christ
promised us that he would return in glory, “as
light comes from the east” to bring God’s plan
of redemption to its fulfilment.

In the early Church, Christians expected that
Christ would come soon—any day. There was
hopeful expectation. They were watchful—they
looked to the sky in the east to wait for Christ.
And because they did not know when he would
return, they proclaimed the Gospel with urgen-
cy and enthusiasm, hoping to bring the world
to salvation before Christ returned.

It has been two thousand years since Christ
ascended into heaven. It has become easier to
forget that he will come again to earth. It has
become easier to forget that we must be wait-
ing, we must be watching, and ready.

In the season of Advent, as we recall Christ’s
Incarnation at Christmas, we are reminded to
be prepared for Christ's coming. Christ tells us
“to be on the watch.” “You do not know when
the Lord of the house is coming,”

We remember that Christ is coming whenever
we celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. In
the Holy Mass we are made present to the
sacrifice at Calvary, and to the joy of Christ’s
glory in heaven. But we also remember that
Christ will return, and we remember to watch,
to be vigilant, to wait for him, and to be pre-
pared.

The Mass is rich with symbolism. The vest-
ments of the priest remind us of the dignity of
Christ the King. We strike our breasts, and
bow our heads, and bend our knees to remem-
ber our sinfulness, God’s mercy, and his glory.
In the Mass, the ways we stand, and sit, and
kneel, remind us of God’s eternal plan for us.

Since ancient times, Christians have faced the
east during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to

remember to keep watch for Christ. Togeth-
er, the priest and the people faced the east,
waiting and watching for Christ. Even in
Churches that did not face the east, the
priest and people stood together in the
Mass, gazing at Christ on the crucifix, on the
altar, and in the tabernacle, to recall the im-
portance of watching for his return. The sym-
bolism of the priest and people facing to the
east is an ancient reminder of the coming of
Christ.

More recently, it has become common for
the priest and the people to face one another
during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The
priest stands behind the altar as he conse-
crates the Eucharist, facing the people. The
people see the face of the priest as he prays,
and he sees their faces. These positions can
have important symbolism too. They can
remind us that we are a community—one
body in Christ. And they can remind us that
the Eucharist, at the centre of the assembly,
should also be at the centre of our families,
and our lives.

But the symbolism of facing together, and
awaiting Christ, is rich, time-honoured and
important. Especially during Advent, as we
await the coming of the Lord, facing the east
together - even symbolically facing Christ
together at the altar and on the crucifix - is a
powerful witness to Christ’'s imminent return.
Today, at a time when it is easy to forget that
Christ is coming - and easy to be complacent
in our spiritual lives and in the work of evan-
gelisation -—we need reminders that Christ
will come.

Advent there’s a rich significance as we cele-
brate the Mass facing east, the People of
God, the priest will stand facing the altar,
and facing the crucifix. Facing east at Mass,
the priest does not face away from the peo-
ple. He will be with them - among them, and
leading them - facing Christ, and waiting for
his return.

“Be watchful!” says Jesus. “Be alert! You do
not know when the time will come.” We do
not know when the time will come for Christ’s
to return. But we know that we must watch
for him. May we “face the east,” together,
watching for Christ in the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass and in our lives.



Called to Bear
Fruit

REPORT ON THE CONSULTATION
2025

An Advent Prayer:

Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me
a wonder at the wisdom and power of
Your Father and ours. Receive my prayer
as part of my service of the Lord who en-
lists me in God's own work for justice.
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me
a hunger for peace: peace in the world,

peace in my home, peace in myself. ,:j:‘-’;, wenpiogese s 8
Come, long-expected Jesus. Excite in me "*¢ SOUTHWARK

Thank you to those who took part in the Archdioce-
san consultation. The Report is available at the back.

a joy responsive to the Father's joy. | seek
His will so | can serve with gladness, sing-
ing and love. Come, long-expected Jesus.

Excite in me the joy and love and peace it
is right to bring to the manger of my Lord. ' SAI NT

Raise in me, too, sober reverence for the £9

God who acted there, hearty gratitude for y ‘ N I C HO LAS
the life begun there, and spirited resolution \ PRAY FOR US
to serve the Father and Son. | pray in the i e
name of Jesus Christ, whose advent | hail. e DECEMBER 6TH
Amen.

% $¥  (4TH CENTURY}

Join the Archdiocese of Southwark
WhatsApp channel.

Have you
written a will?
Does it need
updating?
Itis the
Catholic
thing to

do.

For the latest updates in the Archdiocese
of Southwark, including reflections and
homilies from Archbishop John Wilson, as
well as prayers and music, join our
WhatsApp channel. The channel aims to
help you draw closer to the Lord Jesus
through engaging and prayerful content.
Subscribe and share.
rcaos.org.uk/whatsapp

or scan the QR code. Advent Reflections
www.adventreflections.com
Sign up for a
daily email



https://rcsouthwark.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8787d5d770e9ed15b2c9bd5b2&id=52a32c633d&e=f83124cd01

This Week: Mass & intentions

Day Time Intention
Sunday 09.30 | DG Samuael Abbot & for the family
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 11.00T | Parishioners

Mon st feria of Advent

Tues 2nd feria of Advent 13.05 | Anna Gahavova & Miroslav Lukac *
18.307 [Nancy & Eric Hamilton foundation

Wed 3rd St Francis Xavier 13.05 | Deceased Clergy *¥ foundation
18.307 |Rev John Moynihan foundation
Thur 4th (St John of Damascus) 13.05 | Muriel Welch *® d.2011
18.301 |Julia & Willie Rahilly &
Fri 5th  feria of Advent 13.05 |November Holy Souls
18.30T |Dave Lambert ¥ recently
Sat 6th (St Nicholas) 10.301 [Margaret Bannister ¥ d.2012
Next Sunday 09.30 | David Pierson " d.2019

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 11.007 |Parishioners

Next Week’s Readings Isaiah 11:1-10 Romans 15:4-9 Matthew 3:1-12
Sacrament of Confession. Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55 Saturday 10.00-10.25

T Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite

Last week: £928.24 (cash £91.24 card £117.00; standing orders £720) 30¢
Catholic Youth £91.45 (cash £26.45 card £65.00) Thank you!
Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo.
www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding

Holy Father’s Intention for December 2025: For Christians in areas of conflict
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East,
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.

Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass. The earlier Mass on Sunday
and weekdays are not live-streamed.

For your prayers:

Joining the Church: Guy

In priestly formation: Br Philip Gerlomes OP

Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria

Those who are Sick: Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, David .
Michael, Garth, Kathie Donation

Recently Departed: Dave Lambert Station

Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1” E E

YouTube: youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge
Fr Christopher Pearson oLw Parish Priest
22 Redcross Way, SE1 ITA  borough@rcaos.org.uk E |
0207 4073951 www.preciousblood.org.uk



https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline
https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline

