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JESUS CHRIST
THE UNIVERSAL KING

23rd November 2025

In the gospel reading today, we hear that God looks after his sheep
through Jesus Christ his shepherd and king. Christ is anointed king
of the universe by his Father. We will be judged by our actions and 4,
finally Christ will present us to his Father. We must live our lives fory#
our king so that we my enter with him into glory. Christ is King! i

Christ is King of the Universe, a fact we
celebrate on this the last Sunday of the
Christian Year.

Benediction at the end of Mass today. A
chance to give thanks to Jesus for the Graces
received this past year. What will you bring to
Him?

Advent begins next Sunday, the four weeks
preparing for Christmas. We watch and wait
on the Lord. Come Lord Jesus!

Pray for Guy who is to be baptised here at
MPB next Sunday by Bishop Lopes, the Bish-
op of the American Ordinariate.

Christmas Cards are available at the back of
Church all with a Catholic theme. Please put
cash in the Publications box or select Paying
for stuff on the pay-station.

Holy Souls in November. Use the envelopes
and put them in the casket. They will be re-
membered at Mass each day this month.

This Month of Holy Souls is
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own Funeral Rites.
s

Forms at the back can
be returned to FrC to
be keep locked away
until needed. Maybe
it’s also a good time to
update your Last Will and
Testament.

Iwan is on pastoral placement with us for

this academic year. He is in his first year at

Allen Hall in formation for priestly ministry
in the Ordinariate. Welcome Iwan!

The roof replacement over the south aisle
and Lady Chapel has gone over time. It’s a
little frustrating, but it always seem to be the
same. 4 little longer ...

Cleaners come each Saturday morning after
the 10.30 Mass. Come and lend a hand. Extra
help needed these weeks.

Are you ready to receive the Sacraments of
initiation? Children over seven for Holy
Communion, and those over 16 for Confirma-
tion. See FrC

Southwark Catholic Youth Service a sec-
ond collection today.

No weekday Mass this week. 24-28 Nov:
FrC is away

Additional Mass Times in Advent, daily at
13.05 & 18.30

The name of the person sitting next you at
Mass, do you know it? Ask them today.

Take home this sheet and the Mass sheet too.
They are produced each week for you.

Holy Communion at Mass is only for those
who are disposed to do so. If children want to
come for a blessing, they will need to go to
the priest.



https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://www.stellamaris.org.uk/
https://mpb.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/nau3g4ow
https://www.tangney-tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/catholic-association
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/supportus.html
https://rb.gy/dcqgcc
https://mpb.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/2c1ggcbx
https://mpb.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/fund/75cad8yd

Jesus Christ, the Universal King

The Gospel today tells how Jesus, the Son
of Man, the ultimate judge of our lives wished
to appear as one who hungers and thirsts, g
as a stranger, as one of |
those who are naked, sick |
or imprisoned, ultimately, .

of those who suffer or are outcast; how we A

treat them will be taken as the way we treat
Jesus himself. We do not see here a simple
literary device, or a simple metaphor. Jesus’s
entire existence is an example of it. He, the
Son of God, became man, he shared our

existence, even down to the smallest details, 4

he became the servant of the least of his
brothers and sisters. He who had nowhere to
lay his head, was condemned to death on a
cross. This is the King we celebrate!

Without a doubt this can appear a little
disconcerting to us. Today, like two thousand
years ago, accustomed to seeing the signs
of royalty in success, power, money and
ability, we find it hard to accept such a king,
a king who makes himself the servant of the
little ones, of the most humble, a king whose
throne is a cross. And yet, the Scriptures tell
us, in this is the glory of Christ revealed; it is in
the humility of his earthly existence that he
finds his power to judge the world. For him, to
reign is to serve! And what he asks of us is to
follow him along the way, to serve, to be atten-
tive to the cry of the poor, the weak, the out-
cast. The baptised know that the decision to
follow Christ can entail great sacrifices, at
times even the sacrifice of one’s life. However,
as Saint Paul reminds us, Christ has overcome
death and he brings us with him in his resurrec-
tion. He introduces us to a new world, a world
of freedom and joy. Today, so much still binds
us to the world of the past, so many fears hold
us prisoners and prevent us from living in free-
dom and happiness. Let us allow Christ to free
us from the world of the past! Our faith in him,
which frees us from all our fears and miseries,
gives us access to a new world, a world where
justice and truth are not a byword, a world of
interior freedom and of peace with ourselves,
with our neighbours and with God. This is the
gift God gave us at our baptism!

“Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world” (Mt 25:34). Let us receive this
word of blessing which the Son of Man will, on

the Day of Judgement, address to those
who have recognized his presence in the
lowliest of their brethren, with a heart
free and full of the love of the Lord! Broth-
ers and sisters, the
words of the Gospel are
truly words of hope,
because the King of the universe has
drawn near to us, the servant of the
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' least and lowliest. Have courage! Jesus

\ wanted to identify himself with the poor,

( A o With the sick; he wanted to share your

,, suffering and to see you as his broth-
ers and sisters, to free you from every
affliction, from all suffering. Every sick
person, every poor person deserves our
© respect and our love because, through
them, God shows us the way to heaven.

Dear brothers and sisters, | urge you,

therefore, to strengthen your faith in
Jesus Christ, to be authentically convert-

ed to him. He alone gives us the true life
and can liberate us for all our fears and
sluggishness, from all our anguish. Redis-
cover the roots of your existence in the baptism
which you received and which makes you chil-
dren of God! May Jesus Christ give you
strength to live as Christians and to find ways
to transmit generously to new generations what
you have received from your fathers in faith!
May the Lord fill you with his graces!

On this feast day, we rejoice together in the
reign of Christ the King over the whole world.
He is the one who removes all that hinders
reconciliation, justice and peace. We are re-
minded that true royalty does not consist in a
show of power, but in the humility of service;
not in the oppression of the weak, but in the
ability to protect them and to lead them to life in
abundance (see Jn 10:10). Christ reigns from
the Cross and, with his arms open wide, he
embraces all the peoples of the world and
draws them into unity. Through the Cross, he
breaks down the walls of division, he reconciles
us with each other and with the Father.

May God bless all of you!

Pope Benedict XVI
November 2011
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INRI Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews
(lesvs Nazarenvs Rex Ivdeeorvm).
Written in the three known languages.

Do you have a Crucifix in your home? Not an
empty cross, but one that proclaims the Kingship
of Christ crucified.
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This Week: Mass & intentions

Day Time Intention
Sunday 09.30 | Guy preparing for Baptism
JESUS CHRIST, UNIVERAL KING 11.00 | Parishioners

Mon 24th St Andrew Diing-Lqgc et al

Tues 25th (St Catherine of Alexandria)

Wed 26th feria

Thur 27th feria

Fri 28th feria

Sat  29th of Our Lady 10.30T [Francesca Burton ¥
Next Sunday 09.30 | DG Samuael Abbot & for the family
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 11.00 | Parishioners

Next Week’s Readings Isaiah 63:16-17.64:1.3-8 1Corinthians 1:3-9 Mark 13:33-37
Sacrament of Confession. Tuesday - Friday 12.30-12.55 Saturday 10.00-10.25
T Mass in the Ordinariate Use of the Roman Rite

Last week: £982.19 (cash £79.19 card £183.00; standing orders £720) 30¢
Thank you!
Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Representatives: Pamela Gatti, Aminata Keita & Daniela Guzzardo.
www. preciousblood.org.uk/safeguarding
Holy Father’s Intention for November 2025: For the prevention of suicide
Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts might find the support,
care, and love they need in their community, and be open to the beauty of life.
Live-streaming is done regularly for the Solemn Mass. The earlier Mass on Sunday
and weekdays are not live-streamed.
For your prayers:
Joining the Church: Guy
In priestly formation: Br Philip Gerlomes OP
Peace: In Ukraine, in the Holy Land, Syria
Those who are Sick: Mary, Chi Chi, Anne Marie, Rita, Amaogechi, David
Michael, Garth, Dave, Kathie
Recently Departed: Julietta Ragas
Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”
YouTube: youtube.com/preciousbloodlondonbridge

Fr Christopher Pearson oLw Parish Priest Donation
22 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA Station
borough@rcaos.org.uk

www.preciousblood.org.uk E E
020 7407 3951
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https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline
https://givealittle.co/c/MPBonline

