
 

 

In the gospel reading today, we hear that 
Christ feeds us.  Through the miraculous 
multiplication of loaves, and the fishes, he 
feeds the hungry people just as he feeds us 
daily with his gospel and the eucharist. 
There was plenty left over when everyone 
had eaten enough. We too  
have so much to give  
others because of the  
superabundance of  
Christ’s generosity to  
us.  We must give  
generously and so  
preserve the unity of  
the spirit given to us  
as we are all children of  
the same Lord and Father.  
Sunday School is on holiday now until next 
term.  Children of Primary School age are 
invited to stay with their parents, and sit 
near the front (or there are the toys and 
books at the back).  
 

On holiday? If you are visiting London, 
family or friends welcome to MPB; if you 
are going away, say ‘hello’ from MPB to 
wherever you go to Mass on Sunday whilst 
away. Being Catholic is to belong to one 
great world-wide family.  
 

Anyone missing? It might be they are away 
but check up on them just the same. If you 
are not able to be at Mass, for whatever rea-
son, keep FrC informed, he worries about 
you!   
 

Welcome to Mass today!  

If you are new to the area or this church, 
please make yourself known to one of the 
priests after Mass. There is tea and coffee 
available after the Solemn Mass in the  
Rectory, we hope you’ll come through.  
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The Restoration is well underway. Church is 
a bit of a building site at the moment, and it 
will get worse before it gets better… it will 
get better.  
 

Choir Stalls were fitted this past week in the 
choir gallery (as we now call it). From the 
front of the church, take a look up and you 
will see them proudly awaiting our choir to 
return in September. Thank you to Stephen 
who did the lion’s share of the hard work.  
 

The Stone Floor and the Font installation is 
still on track to begin early August. Next week 
will be our last in Church. Help would be ap-
preciated in removing everything from the 
church ready for the installers. Keep an eye on 
the website for updates.  
 

Intention for the floor were given per square 
metre, Thank you to all those who did so. A 
list will appear soon to check they are correct 
before the board is fabricated and erected.  
 

Sundays in August (apart from 5th), Holy 
Mass will be across the road in The Sidings.  
 

Weekday Mass and Sunday 8.30am Mass 
will be suspended whilst the Church is closed.   
 

Mass Intentions whilst the church is closed 
cannot be guaranteed, Any Foundation Mass 
will be rescheduled.  
 

Summer Reading. How about something to 
read and develop your Catholic Faith. FrC has 
lots of ideas and is happy to advise. 
 

St John Paul II Walsingham Pilgrimage is 
2nd-5th August. Walking from Bury St Ed-
munds about 50 miles with the Dominican 
Sisters.  There are still a few places. See  
dominicansistersofstjoseph.org/JPII 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

When Humanae Vitae was released, Pope 
Blessed Paul VI reaffirmed Catholic teach-
ing. Today, that Pope Blessed Paul VI pre-
dicted is well underway, and the encyclical is 
regarded by many as prophetic. 
 

Humanae Vitae (Of Human Life) was the 
Encyclical 50 years ago on 25thJuly 1968 by 
Pope Paul VI. Subtitled ‘On the Regulation of 
Birth,’  
 

The encyclical has been controversial be-
cause of its prohibition of all forms of artificial 
contraception.  The document is described 
as prophetic, however, by those who believe 
that its predictions about the effects of con-
traception on society were accurate. It was 
written at a time of when the ‘pill’ had just 
been introduced and the ‘swinging sixties’ 
where a time of an extraordinary post-war 
sexual revolution. The encyclical was a 
much needed response at that time to the 
this new attitude towards sex, marriage, pro-
creations, ‘women’s lib’ and the global popu-
lation.  
 

It was very criticised at the time, and Pope 
Paul VI, saddened by the negative reactions 
to Humane vitae, would not issue any addi-
tional encyclicals in the remaining ten year of 
his pontificate. 
 

In Summary, the encyclical opens with the 
observation that circumstances often dictate 
that married couples should limit the number 
of children and that the sexual act between 
husband and wife is still worthy even if it can 
be foreseen not to result in procreation. 
 

Nevertheless, it is held that the sexual act 
must “retain its intrinsic relationship to the 
procreation of human life”; the “direct inter-
ruption of the generative process already 

begun” is unlawful.  Abortion, even for ther-
apeutic reasons, is always wrong, as is 
sterilisation, even if temporary.  Similarly, 
every action specifically intended to prevent 
procreation is wrong because it distorts 
God’s plan for creation and the married 
couple. This includes both chemical and 
barrier methods of contraception.  All these 
are held to directly contradict the “moral 
order which was established by God”. 
 

Therapeutic means which induce infertility 
are allowed, if they are not specifically in-
tended for that purpose (double effect).  
Natural family planning methods (NFP), ie 
abstaining from intercourse during certain 
parts of the woman’s cycle, are allowed, 
since they take advantage of “a faculty pro-
vided by nature”. 
 

The acceptance of artificial methods of 
contraception is then claimed to result in 
several negative consequences: a “general 
lowering of moral standards” resulting from 
sex without consequences; the danger that 
men may reduce women “to being a mere 
instrument for the satisfaction of [their] own 
desires”; abuse of power by public authori-
ties; and, a false sense of autonomy. 
 

The encyclical acknowledges that “perhaps 
not everyone will easily accept this particu-
lar teaching”, but points out that the Church 
cannot “declare lawful what is in fact unlaw-
ful.”  The encyclical closes with an appeal 
to public authorities to oppose laws which 
undermine the natural moral law, an appeal 
to scientists to further study effective meth-
ods of natural birth control, and appeals to 
doctors, nurses and priests to promote the 
method. 
 

Many of the predictions in Humane Vitae, 
fifty years on have be shown to be true. We 
now live in an age of extraordinary sexual 
permissiveness that should shock people of 
the 1960s, to the extent where anyone 
seeking purity is considered odd.  
 

Pope St John Paul II developed many of 
the ideas from this encyclical in his cate-
chetical studies known as The Theology of 
the Body. It is an excellent guide for mar-
ried couples who wish to life a Catholic Life.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Holidays are well and truly upon us! If 
you are here visiting friends or family, it’s 
good to welcome you to Precious Blood; 
please take our love back to your home 
parish. Are you going on holiday? Don’t 
forget to go to Mass each Sunday and give 
our love to the Church where you go. Tell 
the priest you are from the Ordinariate 
Church. If you are going outside the UK, 
it’s easy to tell a Catholic Church, if how-
ever you are having a stay-cation make 
sure it’s a Roman Catholic Church.  

Sky channel 588 



 

 

This Week: Mass & intentions 

Day Time Intention 

Today   
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Margaret Roberts  
Parishioners 

Mon  30th  (St Peter Chrysologus) 1.05pm Hermon Spencer foundation 

Tues  31st St Ignatius Loyola 1.05pm Relatives  Spencer family foundation 

Wed  1st St Alphonsus Ligouri 1.05pm The Spencer family foundation 

Thurs  2nd (St Eusebius) 1.05pm  

Fri  3rd feria 1.05pm  

Sat  4th   St John Vianney   

Next Sunday 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8.30am 
11.00am 

 
Parishioners 

Next Week’s Readings       Exodus 16:2-4.12-15  Ephesians 4:17.20-24  John 6:24-35 

Sacrament of Confession. Sun 10.30 - 10.50; Mon-Fri 12.30 - 12.55  

Evensong each Thursday 18.00 (during term-time).  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each Friday till 15.00 Divine Mercy 

Last week:  £1,407.45 inc Standing Orders and Card payments 

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Officers: Kate Pope, Richard Hughes, Justina Onuorah. 0800 0935063 

Holy Father’s Intention for August. Universal – The Treasure of Families 
That any far-reaching decisions of economists and politicians may protect the family as 
one of the treasures of humanity.  

Ordinariate Weekly Intercession: Dn James Patrick, Fr Morley-Bunker and the  
Bath and Bristol Group. 

For your prayers: 
Those in formation for Ministry, especially Dn John Waters, Fr Francis & Fr Jonathan 
The Sick & Housebound: Mary, David, Theresa, Dora, Jo, Mafalda, Mark, Geoffrey, 
Christine, Fr Bill, Paula, Shirly, Peter, Anita.  
Recently Departed:  Susan Bogle, Anthony's father  

Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”  Twitter:  @preciousblood1 

Fr Christopher Pearson  OLW  Parish Priest   
The Rectory,  
22 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA                               
parish@preciousblood.org.uk  
www.preciousblood.org.uk 

020 7407 3951 
 
 
 


