
 

 

In the gospel reading today, we hear that 
John the Baptist was called by God from his 
birth to be the prophet specially chosen to 
prepare the people for the birth of Christ. 
We, too, are called  
from our re-birth  
in baptism to  
prepare all  
people for the  
second coming  
of Christ. We  
are through  
God’s grace  
the light of all 
 nations.  
Prepare the Way  
of the Lord! 
Sunday School. Children of Primary School 
age are invited to join the others for a Litur-
gy of the Word. Follow the Cross during the 
Gloria.  
 

The Stone Floor fitting. We will continue 
in Church until 15th July when the Church 
will be cleared. Weekday Mass and the Sun-
day 8.30am will be suspended; but Sunday 
Mass at 11am will continue. 19th August 
will be our first Sunday back. All these are 
provisional. 
 

There are some second collections. On 
Friday this week, for Peter’s Pence, and 
Sunday week Apostleship of the Sea.  
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Mass today!  

If you are new to the area or this church, 
please make yourself known to one of the 
priests after Mass. There is tea and coffee 
available after the Solemn Mass in the  
Rectory, we hope you’ll come through.  
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Ss Peter & Paul is celebrated on Friday this 
week. It is a Day of Obligation, ie it’s not 
about having, but wanting to be at Mass.  
 

Ruth and David are to be marred her on Sat-
urday this week, 3pm. Keep them in your 
prayers as they begin their married life. 
 

Head Teacher required at Coloma Convent 
Girls’ School, Croydon. See poster. 
 

The Great Get Together is today all along 
Union Street and surrounding streets. Come 
and join the party!   
 

St John Bosco Children’s Summer Camp at 
Aldham Essex, for children aged 8 to 13. See 
poster at the back of the church. 
 

Holidays planned yet? If you’re away at all 
during the summer or not: home or away, re-
member to go to Mass, making sure it’s a 
Catholic, Church, (ie Roman Catholic). Bring 
back a postcard, magazine or bulletin, and 
please give them our greetings. 
 

Tea & Coffee after Mass is served by a faith-
ful, but small band. If you would be prepared 
to set-up, serve and wash-up (ie load he dish-
washer) please see Jackie who will include 
you on the rota. All the stuff will be provided; 
all that’s needed is willing hands. 
 

The Flowers at MPB always look beautiful, 
and it’s good that so many comment on them. 
If you would like to donate flowers, say in 
memory of someone, or in thanksgiving for 
something, see Maureen.  
 

The Sacred Heart month ends on Saturday 
this week. Even though the statue will not be 
in Church for a while, get one for your home. 
Jesus promises to bless the Home where his 
Sacred Heart is honoured.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Today we are celebrating the Solemnity of 
St John the Baptist. He is the only saint — 
with the exception of the Virgin Mary — 
whose birth the liturgy celebrates and it 
does so because it is closely connected with 
the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of 
God. In fact, from the time when he was in 
his mother’s womb John was the precursor 
of Jesus: the Angel announced to Mary his 
miraculous conception as a sign that 
“nothing is impossible to God”, six months 
before the great miracle that brings us sal-
vation, God’s union with man brought about 
by the Holy Spirit. The four Gospels place 
great emphasis on the figure of John the 
Baptist, the prophet who concludes the Old 
Testament and inaugurates the New, by 
identifying Jesus of Nazareth as the Messi-
ah, the Anointed One of the Lord. In fact, 
Jesus himself was to speak of John in these 
terms: “This is he of whom it is written 
‘Behold I send my messenger before your 
face, / who shall prepare your way before 
you. Truly I say to you, among those born of 
women there has risen no one greater than 
John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he!”  
 

John’s father, Zechariah — Elizabeth’s hus-
band and a relative of Mary — was a priest 
of Old Testament worship, he did not imme-
diately believe in the announcement of such 
an unexpected fatherhood. This is why he 
was left mute until the day of the circumci-
sion of the child to whom he and his wife 
gave the name God had indicated to them, 

that is, John, which means “graced by God”. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, Zechariah spoke 
thus of his son’s mission: “And you, child, 
will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his 
ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his 
people in the forgiveness of their sins”  

 

All this came to pass 30 years later when 
John began baptising people in the River 
Jordan, calling them to prepare themselves 
with this act of penance for the imminent 
coming of the Messiah, which God had re-
vealed to them during their wanderings in 
the desert of Judaea. This is why he was 
called the “Baptist”, the “Baptiser”. When 
Jesus himself came from Nazareth to be 
baptised, John at first refused but then con-
sented; he saw the Holy Spirit settle on Je-
sus and heard the voice of the heavenly 
Father proclaiming him his Son. However, 
the Baptist’s mission was not yet complete. 
Shortly afterwards he was also asked to 
precede Jesus in a violent death: John was 
beheaded in King Herod’s prison and thus 
bore a full witness to the Lamb of God who 
had recognized him and publicly pointed him 
out beforehand. 
 

Dear friends, the Virgin Mary helped her 
elderly kinswoman Elizabeth when she was 
expecting John to bring her pregnancy to 
completion. May she help all people to fol-
low Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God, whom 
the Baptist proclaimed with deep humility 
and prophetic fervour. 

Pope Benedict XVI 
Rome, 24 June 2012 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Pray for Deacon Jonathan  
as he prepares for  
Ordination on Sat- 
urday this week at  
the Birmingham  
Oratory. He will  
celebrate Mass for  
the first time, here  
on Sunday - the  
Feast of The Most  
Precious Blood. 
He is a foun- 
der Member  
of our  
Ordinariate  
Group. 

 

 
Feast of the  

 

MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD 
 
 

Sunday 1st July. 
 

8.30am Low Mass 
 

11.00am Solemn Mass 
 

First Mass of Fr Jonathan Creer 
in the Ordinariate Use 

 

followed by  
 

Picnic in Redcross Gardens 
Redcross Way 

byo - drinks provided. 
 



 

 

This Week: Mass & intentions 

Day Time Intention 

Today   
Nativity of St John the Baptist 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Kathy Bell  
Parishioners 

Mon  25th  feria 1.05pm Collette 

Tues  26th feria 1.05pm Ruth & David to be married 

Wed  27th (St Cyril of Alexandria) 1.05pm Charlie Joe Coggins  

Thurs  28th St Irenaeus 1.05pm 
6.30pm 

Catherine Green foundation  
Canonisation of Bl JHN 

Fri  29th SS PETER & PAUL 10.00am 
1.05pm 
6.30pm 

St Joseph’s School 
Anthony Reynolds  d.2002 
Dn Jonathan, Ordained tomorrow 

Sat  30th   (1st Martyrs of Rome)   

Next Sunday 
Most Precious Blood 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Parishioners killed in Gt War 
Parishioners 

Next Week’s Readings    Exodus 24:3-8       1 John 5:4-8         John 19:31-37 

Sacrament of Confession. Sun 10.30 - 10.50; Mon-Fri 12.30 - 12.55  

Evensong each Thursday 18.00 (during term-time).  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each Friday till 15.00 Divine Mercy 

Last week:  £1,423.70 inc Standing Orders and Card payments 
 £33.50 Human Life 

Safeguarding. The parish is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commit-
ment. Safeguarding Officers: Kate Pope, Richard Hughes, Justina Onuorah. 0800 0935063 

Holy Father’s Intention for June. Universal – Social Networks That social net-
works may work towards that inclusiveness which respects other for their differences. 

Ordinariate Weekly Intercession: Fr Peter Peterken, Fr Christopher Cann, Dn David 
Jones and the Derby Group. 

For your prayers: 
Those in formation for Ministry, especially Dn Francis & Dn Jonathan 
The Sick & Housebound: Mary, David, Theresa, Dora, Jo, Mafalda, Mark, Geoffrey, 
Christine, Fr Bill, Paula.  
Recently Departed:  Margaret Roberts 

Find us on: Facebook: “preciousbloodSE1”  Twitter:  @preciousblood1 

Fr Christopher Pearson  OLW  Parish Priest   
The Rectory,  
22 Redcross Way, SE1 1TA                               
parish@preciousblood.org.uk  
www.preciousblood.org.uk 

020 7407 3951 
 
 
 


